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Soccer Hotlines 


DEL PIERO COMMITS T0 SECOND SEASON 


Alessandro Del Piero 
and Sydney FC have 
agreed to trigger the 
second year of the 
World Cup winner’s 
Sydney FC contract, 
continuing the most successful 
marquee player stint in the history 
of the Hyundai A-League. 
“lam delighted to announce that Ales- 
sandro Del Piero will continue to be 
a Sydney FC player for the 2013/14 
season,” said Sydney FC Chairman 
Scott Barlow. “Alessandro’s arrival at 
Sydney FC has been a wonderful suc- 
cess for Sydney FC and the A-League 
both domestically and internationally. 
“His performances on the field have 
been tremendous, highlighted by him 
becoming the leading goalscorer for 
Sydney FC in a single season, but off 
the field he has also delivered unprec- 
edented interest and profile for Syd- 
ney FC across all levels of the club. 
“We look forward to working together 
with Alessandro to increase the profile 
of Sydney FC and football in Australia 
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as we strive for success on the pitch 
for the remainder of this season and 
next.” 

Del Piero expressed his joy at con- 
tinuing with “Project Sydney’. 

“| am very happy to be staying at Syd- 
ney FC for another season,” Del Piero 
said. “I chose Sydney FC at the begin- 
ning of this season because | wanted 


to show my love of football in another 
country and | have enjoyed the chal- 
lenge and my time at Sydney FC and 
in Australia. 

“| have always said | want to continue 
that for next season but first we must 
work hard for success on the field for 
the rest of this season.” 


FFA appoints new CEO 


EX Football Federation 
©° Australia (FFA) has 


FOOTBALL 


today announced the 
appointment of John 
Kelly as Chief Operat- 
ing Officer. 

Kelly has been promoted to the 
new role after joining FFA as the 
Chief Financial Officer in January 
2012. Previously, he spent a decade 
in senior executive roles with Ten 
Network Holdings. 

During FFA’s broadcast negotia- 
tions last year with FOX SPORTS, 
SBS and Foxtel, Kelly played a 
leading role in securing arrange- 
ments that will deliver $160 million 
of economic value of the next four 
years. 

FFA CEO David Gallop said the 
creation of the COO role and the 
appointment of John Kelly were the 
first steps in a restructure aimed 


Matildas 


y. Newly appointed 
<2 ‘Westfield Matildas 

‘; _ Head Coach Hesterine 
de Reus has named her 
first Westfield Matildas 
squad for a 4-day training camp at 
the Australian Institute of Sport in 
Canberra which will commence later 
this week (21-24 February 2013). 
Having arrived in Australia in 
early January, de Reus watched all 
matches of the Westfield W-League 
2013 Final Series and has been 
meeting with various stakehold- 
ers to plan the Westfield Matildas 
upcoming program. 
de Reus is looking forward to the 
first opportunity to work with the 
Westfield Matildas on the training 
field since the start of her tenure as 
Head Coach. 
“It is good to have the bulk of play- 
ers available and in the country to 


at giving FFA a greater focus on 
implementation of strategies and 
operational efficiency. 

“John Kelly has vast experience 

in corporate finance and executive 
administration within the sports 
and entertainment industry,” said 
Gallop. 

“His significant role in the suc- 
cessful broadcast negotiations was 
acknowledged by all parties. In 

my first 100 days in the job John’s 
sharp business and financial 
acumen have been demonstrated 
on a wide range of major projects 
beyond his finance portfolio. 

“?’m delighted John has accepted 
this important role as COO and | 
look forward to working closely 
with him to make FFA a better or- 
ganisation for all our stakeholders.” 
As the COO, Kelly will retain re- 
sponsibility for finance and assume 


control of international and domes- 
tic broadcast and digital rights, 
information and communications 
technology, major event acquisition 
and stadium hiring arrangements. 


He will have a formal co-ordination 
role over major projects that cover 
a range of new business opportuni- 
ties for the benefit of community 
football and the professional tier. 
“?'m grateful to David Gallop for 
giving me this new opportunity and 
having confidence in my ability,” 
said Kelly. 

“My first year at FFA has given me 
a great insight to the football world. 
I’m tremendously excited by the 
growth I’ve seen this season and 
the opportunities ahead. As COO, 

| look forward to the challenge of 
delivering business improvements 
across a wide range of activities.” 


squad for AIS Camp 


come into our first camp together“, 
said de Reus 

“The purpose of this training camp 
is to meet with the players, set-up 
the highlights of how we are going 
to work together and also discuss 
our short-term and long-term aims. 

“Most importantly we can start on 
the field and work on our playing 
style,” concluded de Reus. 

Of the 31 players named, nine (9) 
have been included on reduced 
training loads due to a variety of 
reasons with Heather Garriock in 
particular joining the Westfield Mat- 
ildas squad for the first time since 
appearing at the Olympic Games 
qualifiers in September 2011 and 
giving birth to her first child last 
year. Dual-international Ellyse Perry 
will also join the Westfield Matildas 
squad after her outstanding perfor- 
mance last weekend as part of the 


World Cup winning Southern Stars 
Australian Women’s Cricket team. 


Teigen ALLEN, Laura ALLEWAY, 
Mackenzie ARNOLD (gk), Danielle 
BROGAN*, Ashley BROWN, Ellie 
BRUSH, Kim CARROLL*, Stephanie 
CATLEY, Amy CHAPMAN, Brianna 
DAVEY*, Lisa DE VANNA, Caitlin 
FOORD, Heather GARRIOCK*, Emily 
GIELNIK, Kathryn GILL*, Katrina 
GORRY, Michelle HEYMAN, Elise 
KELLOND-KNIGHT, Alanna KEN- 
NEDY, Samantha KERR, Shamiran 
KHAMIS (gk), Leena KHAMIS*, Aivi 
LUIK*, Collette McCALLUM, Ellyse 
PERRY*, Teresa POLIAS, Clare POL- 
KINGHORNE, Renee ROLLASON, 
Kyah SIMON, Servet UZUNLAR, 
Emily VAN EGMOND. 


Victory welcomes new legislation 
aimed at peumenaners 


Melbourne Victory 

Football Club wel- 

comes the proposed 

changes to state leg- 

islation announced 
today, increasing the 
penalties for troublemakers at 
major sporting events. 

Under the new legislation set 
to be introduced by the Victo- 
rian Government, anyone who 
lights flares will be handed 
a fine of more than $1,000, 
while those who invade the 
pitch or cause trouble will be 
banned from events or venues 
for up to five years. 

Managing Director, Richard 
Wilson, said the club wel- 
comed the tough new legisla- 
tion. 

“The changes to crowd man- 
agement legislation under the 
Major Sporting Events Act is 
something our club has been 
working tirelessly behind the 
scenes to achieve with Victoria 
Police for over two years,” Mr 
Wilson said. 


“We’re of the belief that these 
tough new penalties will be 
instrumental in heavily reduc- 
ing incidents of anti-social 
behaviour occasionally seen at 
football games. 

“We are committed to contin- 
ue to work with Victoria Police, 
FFA, all venues and security 
staff to eradicate the behaviour 
of the absolute minority who 
come to football matches with 
the intent to behave in an anti- 
social manner.” 

“We have seen an enormous 
increase in our crowds this 
season and we continue to get 
extremely positive feedback 
about the events and the 
wonderful atmosphere created 
and we don’t want to have this 
compromised by a handful of 
people doing the wrong thing.” 

“Today’s legislation changes 
will certainly assist all involved 
in removing the small element 
of troublemakers and dissuade 
people from considering getting 
involved in this behaviour.” 


SYDNEY FC SIGNS SOCCEROO 
CAPTAIN LUCAS NEILL 


Sydney FC has signed 
Socceroo captain Lu- 
cas Neill until the end 
of the 2012/13 Hyundai 
A-League season. 
Neill joins Sydney FC 
after a hugely decorated career for 
club and country, culminating in 
representing Australia at two World 
Cups (2006 and 2010). 

“We're thrilled Lucas has joined 
Sydney FC,” said coach Frank 
Farina. “He is the current Socceroo 
captain and one of Australia’s 

most decorated players but more 
importantly he is a tremendous 
defender and he will make a valu- 
able contribution in the run in to the 
semi final series.” 

Neill made the decision to join 


SYDNEY 


Sydney FC last Saturday morning. 


“Pm a Sydney boy and I’m excited 
to be coming back to Australia to 
play club football in front of friends 
and family with Sydney FC,” Neill 
said. “I worked with Frank for many 
years in the Socceroos and | look 
back on those times with good 
memories, and it’s great to have the 
chance to enjoy further success 
together at Sydney FC. Hopefully 
the team can get a win today and 

| look forward to meeting my new 
teammates tomorrow.” 

Neill began training with Sydney 
FC during the week and will be 
available for selection for the round 
22 match against Melbourne Heart 
at AAMI Park on suse 
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JOIN SOUTH MELBOURNE WOMEN'S 
SOCCER CLUB TODAY! 


GIRLS AGED 7 


For more information contact: 
southmelbournewfc@gmail.com or call Alex on 0408 560 206 


www.southmelbournewfc.com.au 
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Brisbane Roar has 
secured the services 
of emerging midfielder 
Luke Brattan for a 
further two seasons. 

In a positive step forward for Brisbane, 
the 22-year-old this week committed him- 
self to the club until the conclusion of the 
Hyundai A-League 2014/15 season. 

Under the guidance of Head Coach 
Mike Mulvey, Brattan has begun to 
develop into a vital cog in the Brisbane 
Roar midfield with his defensive work 
rate and forward passing coming to the 
fore in recent weeks. 

Brattan said he was delighted to re-sign 
with his home town club, citing the recent 
signing of Mulvey to the full-time Head 
Coach role as a key influence on his 
decision. 


Sydney FC has ex- 

tended the contract of 

Wy striker Joel Chianese 

for a further season, 
Fo keeping the speedster 
at the Sky Blues 
until the end of the 2013/14 Hyundai 
A-League season. 


South Melbourne FC 
confirms that 2012 captain 
Steven O’Dor has retired 
effective immediately due 
to increasing professional 
work commitments. 

Steve played for South in the old National 
Youth League prior to 2004. The young 
centre-back was signed by John Anasta- 
siadis as part of South’s first squad in the 
Victorian Premier League when the Club 
returned to state football in 2005. His 
debut match was in the opening round 
against Heidelberg United on Sunday 30 
January 2005 in front of a crowd of nearly 
12,000 at Lakeside Stadium. 

The club also announced during the week 
the departures of Steve Burton, Glen 
Trifiro and Jason Saldaris for the 2013 
Victorian Premier League season. 

Both Burton and Saldaris return to Perth. 
whilst Trifiro has returned back to his na- 
ive New South Wales, where he will be 
playing for Sydney United 58 in the 2013 
New South Wales Premier League. 

The club would like to thank the trio for 
heir efforts throughout 2012 and wish 
hem all the best for the year ahead. 

In the meantime 26 year old Dutch striker 
Renco Van Eeken has signed for the 
2013 Victorian Premier League season. 
Van Eeken or as he’s already been affec- 
ionately named around the club ‘RVE’, 

is a classy left footer who has come to 

he club directly from the Netherlands, 
playing for Hardenberg in the 2011-12 
season. 


Next Sunday 3rd March 
the Melbourne Knights 
will be playing the 
Friendship Cup against 
Sydney United at Knights 
Stadium. On the same 
day the official opening of 
a new gym (situated under the grand- 
stand), as well as the announcement of 
major sponsors and new signings. 
The match will be kicking off at 4pm, 
with the gym opening along with major 
sponsor and new signing announce- 
ments at 2pm. 
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A-League | Round 21 


P Ww OD L F A GD Pts 

1 Central Coast Mariners 21 12> 3G: 330° 237-46) 221) 42 

2 West Sydney Wanderers 21 13 2 6 30 18 #12 = «41 

3 Melbourne Victory 21 11 3 7 34 32 2 36 

4 Adelaide United Pal al 2 8 32 30 2 35 

5 Sydney FC 21) §8)) 93 10) 34 74d 7) 7, 

6 Newcastle Jets 21 ~ S 8 26) 33 9-7 226 

7 Brisbane Roar 21 7 3 11 26 26 #0 24 

8 Melbourne Heart 21 7 3 #11 #26 29 -3 24 

9 Perth Glory 21 6 4 11 20 23 -3 22 

10 Wellington Phoenix 21 5 5 11 #22 #39 #4+-17—~ #4220 
ROUND 22 FIXTURE VENUE LOCAL AEDT 

Fri Feb 22 Newcastle Jets v Brisbane Roar Hunter Stadium 7:30pm 7:30pm 

Sat Feb 23 W Sydney Wanderers v Perth Glory Parramatta Stadium 5:30pm 5:30pm 

Sat Feb 23 Central Coast Mariners v Melbourne Victory Bluetongue Stadium 7:45pm 7:45pm 

Sun Feb 24 Wellington Phoenix v Adelaide United Westpac Stadium 4:30pm 2:30pm 

Sun Feb 24 Melbourne Heart v Sydney FC AAMII Park 5:00pm 5:00pm 


www.goalweekly.com 


ROUND 21 


Newcastle Jets 2 (Heskey 10, 


Perth Glory 2 (Dodd 27, Smeltz 


Griffiths 80) 64) 

Melbourne Heart 0 Central Coast Mariners 1 (/bini 
Crowd: 11,396 at Hunter 13) 

Stadium Crowd: 5909 @ nib Stadium 
Sydney FC 2 (Antonis 49, Brisbane Roar 2 (Lustica 32, 
Powell 66) Berisha 49) 


Adelaide United 1 (Juric 78) 
Crowd: 15,602 @Allianz 


Stadium 


Melbourne Victory 1 (Pain 75) 
Western Sydney Wanderers 2 
(La Rocca 11, Ono 72) 

Crowd: 21,638 @ AAMI Park 


SP ORERS 


- Daniel McBREEN 
(Mariners) 
- Marco ROJAS (Victory) 
Besart BERISHA (Roar) 
- Jeremy BROCKIE 
(Phoenix) 
Alessandro DEL PIERO 


(SFC) 


- Emile HESKEY (Jets) 

Ryan GRIFFITHS (Jets) 

- Mark BRIDGE (Wanderers) 
Dario VIDOSIC (Adelaide) 

- Archie THOMPSON (Victory) 


Wellington Phoenix 0 
Crowd: 9,282 @Suncorp 
Stadium 


Heaven’s above: With 6 
rounds left Ito play, last year’s 
Golden Boot winner 
Brisbane Roar’s Besart Ber- 
isha, has by no means 
surrender his title by any 
stretch of the imagination 
just yet. 
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Round 21 


One of two goalkeepers to 
keep a clean sheet this weekend, Theo did his 


| job to overturn some recent shaky form and help 


Brisbane pick up an all-important three points. 


Polenz had a man of the 
match performance in the Wanderers first trip to 
Melbourne which ended up with the side picking 
up three points. 


His side may have gone 
down 2-1 but Sainsbury had a solid game in de- 
fence and was the pick of his team’s performance 
on the weekend. 


With his side struggling 
in the league, Thwaite used all his experience to 
help the newly managed Perth Glory pick up a win 
against the top of the table Mariners. 


Assisted in the Roar’s 
opener and was a constant attacking threat down 
the left wing for his side. 


Held his midfield well 
as they picked up a two nil victory over the Heart. 


Since signing from 
Adelaide United, Caravella has been impressive 
in the Jets midfield and had a terrific game against 
the Heart this weekend. 


Advertising: 03 9551 7538 
Email: news @ goalweekly.com 
Letters: mailbag @ goalweekly.com 
Web: www.goalweekly.com 


shift which included a superb cross for Travis 


Steven Talevski 


Compiled by 


StaMany¢ 


Given a start this week by new 
manager Alistair Edwards, Ward pulled in a great 


Dodd's equaliser. 


home. 


The youngster had a ter- 
rific debut in the A-League, being a big attacking 
threat for the Phoenix and only lacked a goal in his 
performance. 


Another very efficient game 
by the attacker as he set up Emile Heskey for the 
games opener before scoring one himself in the 
second half. 


Western Sydney became 
only the second side this season to defeat the Vic- 
tory at home after a well-structured performance. 
Popovic handed Italian lacopo La Rocca a surprise 
start, and the midfielder didn’t disappoint scoring 
the games opener as the Wanderers move one 
point from the top of the table. 


Goal! Weekly endeavours to be as accurate as possible with 
everything it publishes. 

The Fair Trading Act 1999 requires Goal! Weekly to disclaim any 
belief in the truth or falsity of information which is supplied to it and 
which is published in other than editorial content. 
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He may not have 
been on the score sheet this week, but Del Piero’s 
attacking threat was too much for Adelaide to 
handle as the sky blues picked up a victory at 


It’s not often that a defender 
gets rewarded with the star 
man award, but Polenz was a 
clear standout in the rounds 
biggest game. His defensive 
efforts, especially denying 
Victory youngster Andrew 
Nabbout a goal, helped the 
Wanderers to an impressive 
2-1 victory at AAMI Park. 


Follow 
us on: 


aceboo 
+? 


Weekly 


A-League | Round 21 


i 2 
Metnourne Heart 


Melbourne Heart 


MELBOURNE 


A 
HEART 
HEAR 

f 
‘ 


Newcastle Jets 2 


(Heskey 10’, Griffiths 81’) 


Melbourne Heart 0 


Venue: Hunter Stadium 


Crowd: 11,396 


Referee: Chris Beath 
Assistants: Ashley Beecham, Leigh 


Pigram 


Fourth official: Adam Gehrig 


Newcastle Jets: 3. Zenon Caravella 
(15. Craig Goodwin 86’), 5.Dominik 
Ritter, 8.Ruben Zadkovich (c), 9. Emile 
Heskey (17. James Virgili 75’), 12. 
Joshua Brillante, 13. Samuel Gallaway, 
14. Taylor Regan, 19. Michael Bridges 
(25. Mitch Cooper 67’), 20. Mark 
Birighitti (gk), 22. Adam Taggart, 23. 


Ryan Griffiths 


Substitutes not used: 1. Ben Kennedy 


(gk) 


Yellow cards: Gallaway 17’, Caravella 


Doe 
Red cards: nil 


Melbourne Heart: 4. Simon Colosimo, 
6. Patrick Gerhardt, 8. Matt Thompson 
c), 11. Richard Garcia, 13. Jonathan 
Germano (16. Marcel Meeuwis 

62’), 15. David Williams (14. Golgol 
Mebrahtu 79’), 20. Andrew Redmayne 
gk), 21. Jamie Coyne, 22. Nicholas 
Kalmar (5. Fred 57’), 25. Jeremy 
Walker, 36. Eli Babalj 

Substitutes not used: 1. Clint Bolton 


9k) 


Yellow cards: Germano 20’, Babalj 25’, 
Garcia 56’, Gerhardt 85’ 


Red cards: nil 


Ryan Griffiths puts the icing on the cake for the Jets to make it 2-0 and secure the 


4) 0 


Match Details 


fect cross for target man Eli Babalj 
By Shaun Dyas who’s first time shot smashed the 
base of Mark Birighitti’s right hand 

upright. 
Newcastle created another opportu- 
nity on 40 minutes. Joshua Brillante 


: refused to give up on a ball down the 
a travel shy Melbourne Heart in Heart’s left and managed to dispos- 
front of 11,396 fans at Hunter sess Jamie Coyne. He squared the 


Stadium. . ball for Adam Taggart who drilled 
Emile Heskey scored in the 10th his shot low and hard but it was well 

minute and Ryan Griffiths scoredon caved by Redmayne. 

81 minutes, taking their season tal- Eli Babalj continually looked dan- 

lies to nine goals each. gerous and was again unlucky not 
It also meant that the Jets leap- + 7 as . 

‘ to equalise for the visitors in first 
frogged the Heart in the TAGE. to half stoppage time. Dominik Ritter 
Derune one of the two remaining inexplicably turned over the ball and 
berths in the A-league finals series. the Heart sprung into life. The move 
Gary Van Egmond was very pleased ended with Babalj twisting Taylor 
with the performance of his new Regan inside out before firing an ef- 
look side. F fort at Birighitti’s near post. The jets 

Overall We had the mainstay of custodian managed to parry the ball 
the game in regards to controlling ound the post and away to safety. 
it,” he said. Newcastle continued to build en- 

‘We just wanted to go out and show couragingly in the second half and 
the members and the supporter S Captain Ruben Zadkovich went close 
the kind of football we can play. . with a vicious drive from the edge of 
“Tt just seems like we had goals in the box. The ball was squared to him 


us tonight.” _ by Griffiths and his shot whizzed by 
John Aloisi felt that the match Redmayne’s left post. 


hinged on a period midway through Heart went close to restoring par- 


the first half. . ity in the 63rd minute. The ball was 
During that 25-30 minute spell leased wide to David Williams who 
where we were on top when Eli hit cut inside Brillante and hammered a 
the post we were able to switch the goal bound strike at Birighitti’s net. 
ball and hit our wingers quite eas- Taylor Regan had other ideas and 
ily,” he said. . Fa os valiantly blocked the shot over the 
He is still worried however with his Gogshar. 
beats Saway: record. The Jets went straight up the other 
It is a bit concerning that we are end and almost extended their lead. 
not winning away from home be- Taggart took things into his own 
cause I think we aeanore than good hands, dribbling in from his station 
enough to win more. . on the left edge and rifling a shot at 
_ Earlier, Newcastle started posi: — Redmayne’s near post. He beat the 
tively, circulating the ball and Keeper but unfortunately for the 
keeping possession well. They de- home fans his strike hit the same 


servedly took the lead in the 10th upright Babalj’s effort hit in the first 
minute. Taylor Regan played a ball page 


through to Adam Taggart who spun The Jets put the game to bed with 
away from the defence and played 
the ball to Ryan Griffiths. He split 


The Newcastle Jets have en- 
hanced their finals prospects 
with a deserved 2-0 victory over 


some gorgeous football in the 81st 
: Toe minute. Young Mitch Cooper had 
the centre halves with an incisive — Gomme off the bench and he played 
through ball and Emile Heskey did a lovely ball with the outside of his 
the rest, smashing his shot on goal right foot to Taggart. He dinked the 
and watching it squirm under Heart ball in behind the Heart defence and 
Keeper Andrew Redmayne from 15 Griffiths did the rest by lobbing the 
yards. ball over the helpless Redmayne. 

Melbourne Heart was unlucky not Newcastle now looks forward to 
be eq? in the 25th minute. Rich- the visit of Brisbane Roar next week 
ard Garcia escaped down the right and the Heart face Sydney FC as the 
flank from a beautiful switch by intense race for positions in the top 6 
Nick Kalmar. He whipped in a per- continues to heat up. 
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all-important three points. Photo: BEN NEVILLE 


Heskey and Griffiths Launch Jets To Wi 


Saves 3 

Attempts on target 1 
Attempts offtarget 10 

52% Possession 48% 
2 Corners 5 
3 Offsides 3 
13 Fouls committed 18 


Man of the Match 
Adam Taggart 
(Newcastle Jets) 

Was a constant menace with his 
driving runs and pace and also laid 
on a beautiful assist for Griffiths’ 
match sealing strike. ~~ Z 


Emile Heskey carries the finals hopes of the Jets and delivers once again in front of 
goals. Photo: PETER NEVILLE 


Ryan Griffiths (Jets) is hot on the heels of Heart playmaker Fred. 
Photo: BEN NEVILLE 
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Scan the QR code to see our new television commercial! 
5 for Melbourne Heart's most exciting season yet. We'vergot 


2nd John Aloisi on board as manager and now we.need you! 
pur members take centre stage. Become our No.12 and 


> = ve will triumph. With 13 massive homegames and a great 
range of membership options - it’s time to play your part! Join online 
at melbourneheartfc.com.au or call 1300 ALL HEART (255 432). 
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FOR FHE LOVE OF THE GAME 


Match Details 


Sydney FC 2 (Terry Antonis 49”, 
Blake Powell 67’) 

Adelaide United 1 (Tomi Juric 
78) 

Allianz Stadium 

Crowd: 15, 602 

Referee: Strebre Delovski 


Sydney FC: 20. Vedran Janje- 
tovic (Gk), 2. Sebastian Ryall, 
3. Fabio, 8. Adam Griffiths, 10. 
Alessandro Del Piero, 12. Blake 
Powell (16. Joel Chianese 76’), 
13. Tiago Calvano, 15. Terry 
Mcflynn, 17. Terry Antonis, 23. 
Rhyan Grant, 26. Peter Triantis 
(9. Paul Reid 46’). 


Subs Not Used: 1. Ivan Necevs- 
ki (Gk), 18. Trent Mcclenahan 
Yellow Cards: Terry Mcflynn 68’ 


Adelaide United: 1. Eugene 
Galekovic (Gk), 2. Osama 
Malik, 3. Nigel Boogaard, 4. 
Jonathan Mckain( 14. Cameron 
Watson 62’), 5. lain Fyfe, 8. 
Marcelo Carrusca, 10 Dario 
Vidosic, 12. Antony Golec, 16. 
Daniel Bowles (18. Fabian Bar- 
biero 67’), 17. lain Ramsey (25. 
Tomi Juric 76’), 21. Jeronimo 
Neumann. 


Sub Not Used: 20. Paul Izzo 
(Gk) 

Yellow Cards: Anthony Golec 
59’, lain Fyfe 83’, Michael Car- 
rusca 84’ 


By David Mason 


A blistering two goal burst at 
the start of the second half 
from Sydney FC Young Guns 
Terry Antonis and Blake Pow- 
ell has given Sky Blues a 2-1 
win over Adelaide tonight at 
Allianz Stadium. 

In front of 15,602 passionate sup- 
porters, Antonis’ first career goal 
and Powell’s third of the season 
shot Sydney into fifth position on 
the ladder, in the process secur- 
ing a club record fifth consecutive 
home win. 

After dominating the match, the 
home side were made to work 
hard for the points in the last ten 
minutes after a late riposte from 
Tomi Juric allowed Adelaide Unit- 
ed a sniff of an unlikely draw. 

Sydney won the crucial midfield 
battle through Antonis, Terry 
McFlynn, Rhyan Grant and Ales- 
sandro Del Piero but credit must 
also go to Tiago Calvano, who was 
rock solid in defence. 

Coach Frank Farina was forced 
to make two changes from last 
week’s victorious side against the 
Roar. Terry Antonis and Terry 
McFlynn were handed starts 
in place of the suspended Brett 
Emerton and Ali Abbas. 

The match started with both 
teams happy to hold possession 
although it was Sydney FC that 
tried to assert some dominance 
with Adelaide content to sit and 
hit on the counter attack. 

After many fruitful raids last 
week, it was no surprise to see the 
Sky Blues left flank create the first 
chance of the match, with Fabio 
the architect. The Brazilian rode a 
rough challenge from Osama Ma- 
lik before sliding in a low cross to 
the near cross where Powell saw 
his first time shot blocked. 

After 20 minutes Del Piero re- 
ceived a free kick right on the 
edge of the box. Whilst he saw 
the effort blocked, it proved the 
catalyst to for a spell of dominance 
for the home side, with long range 
shots the order of the day. 

Antonis and McFlynn both tried 
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Sydney FC are firing all cylinders once again, and have plenty of momentum behind them, as they surge 
towards finals football. Photo: ALI ERHAN 


their luck, with the former com- 
ing closest with a brilliant volley 
just going the wrong side of the 
post. 

On 27 minutes Sydney should 
have hit the front through Grant. 
Playing wide left Grant cut inside 
with a surging run only to see his 
initial effort blocked. Reacting 
well, he picked up the crumbs and 
with the goal gaping placed his 
shot too close to Adelaide keeper’ 
Eugene Galekovic. 

Sydney would have been disap- 
pointed to be level at half time 
after being the better side, but 
nearly fell behind in the dying sec- 
onds of the half. Carrusca made 
a good run down the left flank 
and his deep cross looked set to 
be met by Dario Vidosic, only for 
Grant to pop up with an outstand- 
ing defensive header. 

Sydney looked to get an advan- 


tage right form the get go in the 
second half as they came out of 
the blocks on fire. 

Del Piero saw an excellent 30m 
free kick dip and swerve past 
Galekovic, only to see the ball hit 
the base of the left upright and 
ricochet out off the Adelaide cus- 
todian. 

With the home fans baying for 
blood Antonis saluted, albeit with 
the help of a deflection. Half time 
substitute Paul Reid found the 
midfielder, who cut infield and 
powered a left foot shot into Iain 
Fyfe leaving the ball to nestle in 
the bottom right corner past a 
stranded Galekovic. 

Looking for a quick reply Dario 
Vidosic tried to emulate the Del 
Piero set piece from minutes 
before but saw his effort easily 
saved by Vedran Janjetovic. 

Realising the danger the away 


side possessed, the Sky Blues 
pushed hard for a second goal 
peppering Galekovic at will. 

Ryall was the first to try his luck 
going on a surging run only to hit 
an effort straight at the keeper’ 
with Reid seeing a shot fly wide 
barely minutes later. 

On sixty minutes Galekovic must 
have been thinking it was Ground- 
hog Day as Del Piero lined up an- 
other free kick from the exact spot 
he tried his luck 15 minutes earli- 
er. This time the Italian looked on 
in vein as his attempt rolled just 
wide of the right hand post. 

Whilst Del Piero couldn’t score 
himself he provided the vital cor- 
ner that saw Sydney score the vi- 
tal second goal. The Italians’ out 
swinging corner from the right 
hand side was met by Adam Grif- 
fiths at the near post whose flick 
on was bundled home by Powell 


much to the delight of The Cove. 

Not content with the assist, Del 
Piero again attempted some set 
piece magic, only to see Galekovic 
up to the challenge with a strong 
save. 

From the ensuing goal kick Ad- 
elaide found a lifeline into the 
match. Debutant Juric was found 
by Galekovic and sprinted clear of 
the Sydney defence finishing pow- 
erfully past Janjetovic. 

Despite some late nerves Sydney 
held on for the deserved three 
points, maintaining the late chal- 
lenge for a top four position. 

Sydney FC now has back to back 
away matches against Melbourne 
Heart (February 24) and Perth 
Glory (March 2) before returning 
to Allianz Stadium on March 9 to 
face the Central Coast Mariners. 


Young gun Terry Antonis scored his first goal in Sydney FC colours. 


Photo: ALI ERHAN 


The Sky Blues celebrate after defeating Adelaide United at home for the first time 
since 2009. Photo: ALI ERHAN 
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Melbourne Victory 1 

(Connor Pain 75’) 

Western Sydney Wanderers 2 
(lacopo La Rocca 11’, Shinji Ono 
72’) 

Venue: AAMI Park 

Referee: Peter Green 
Attendance: 21,638 


Melbourne Victory: 39. Nathan 
Coe, 5. Mark Milligan, 6. Leigh 
Broxham, 9. Marcos Flores (32. 
Connor Pain 56’) 11. Marco Rojas, 
13. Diogo Feeeira, 14. Billy Celeski, 
23. Adrian Leijer, 26. Andrew Nab- 
bout (18. Francesco Stella 73’), 31. 
SCott Galloway, 33. Daniel Mullen. 


Unused Substitutes: 1. Tando 
Velaphi. 

Yellow Cards: Nathan Coe 60’. 
Red Cards: Nil. 


Western Sydney Wanderers: 

1. Ante Covic, 3. Adam D’apuzzo, 
4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley, 5. Michael 
Beauchamp, 6. Jerome Polenz, 8. 
Mateo Poljak, 9 Dino Kresinger, 

17. Youssouf Hersi (7. Labinot 
Haliti 75’),, 18. lacopo La Rocca 
(10. Aaron Mooy 73’), 19. Mark 
Bridge, 21 Shinji Ono (2. Shannon 
Cole 86’). 


Unused Substitutes: 20. Jerrad 
Tyson 

Yellow Cards: Jerome Polenz 1’, 
Youssouf HerSi 58’ 

Red Cards: Nil. 


Shinji Ono (out of picture) is on hand to guide the ball past Nathan Coe in the Mel- 


A-League | Round 21 


Wanderers in box seat for debut title tilt 


By Roy Hay 


Western Sydney Wanderers 


made their first appearance 
in Melbourne in the A-League 
bringing with them a huge 
travelling support who enliv- 
ened their two-one defeat of 
Melbourne Victory at AAMI 
Park on Saturday night. 
The attendance was 21,638 some 
way short of the predicted sell 
out and it must have been one of 
the rare occasions when the Vic- 
tory fans were outshouted by the 
opposition contingent on their 
own turf. Victory’s supporters 
lifted after the team fought back 
from two-nil down in the second 
half, but they could not inspire 
them to a win or at least a draw. 
Victory were without Archie 
Thompson, Nick Ansell and 
Adam Traore, but gained Daniel 
Mullen and brought in Andrew 
Nabbout to the starting line-up. 
The visitors were close to full 
strength. 

The game opened with a book- 
ing in the first minute when Je- 
rome Polenz cut down Andrew 
Nabbout. But thereafter there 
were virtually no stoppages be- 
fore half-time. The early stages 
were quite frenetic, like a Scot- 
tish Premier League match, but 
gradually a pattern emerged with 
the visitors in the ascendancy. 

In the 11th minute Sydney came 
down the right and Hersi was 
brought down about 30 metres 
out. Shinji Ono’s free kick to the 
back post was attacked by Niko- 
la Topor-Stanley who forced his 
way past Adrian Leijer and drove 
the ball back across goal. Iacapo 
La Rocca reacted quickest and 
fired past Nathan Coe. 

For a period thereafter Victory 
found it almost impossible to get 
the ball out of their defensive 
third and the Wanderers had a 


bourne Victory goal. Photo: ANITA MILAS 
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Shinji Ono caps off a fine individual performance with a winning goal that delighted its traveling army of fans. 


Photo: ANITA MILAS 


series of chances involving Mark 
Bridge, Ono and Kresinger. 
Then Victory began to settle and 
while they had more play in mid- 
field their attacking efforts were 
over-elaborate at times. The 
plaintive cries of ‘Shoot!’ from 
the home fans, indicated what 
they thought of the attempts to 
pass the ball into the goal. 

Early in the second half Ange 
Postecoglou took off the ineffec- 
tive Marcos Flores and brought 
on young Connor Pain. The lad 
showed some very neat close 
skills and he will be a top class 
player if he can build on this per- 
formance. The game was now 


more even, with the visitors re- 
lying more on breakaways than 
they had done in the first half. 
Hersi was a continual threat 
down the right wing and in the 
72nd minute he cut in past Scott 
Galloway, who was filling in at 
left back, and fired a shot which 
Coe parried but Shinji One fol- 
lowed up to put the Wanderers 
two up. 

Victory might have crumbled 
but three minutes later young 
substitute Connor Pain took a 
pass from Billy Celeski in his 
stride and fired past Ante Covic 
and in off the far post. This 
brought the home crowd to life 


and the match momentum shift- 
ed in Victory’s favour. 

Try as they might Victory 
could not get the equaliser their 
second half play deserved. The 
match ended with Mark Milligan 
holding his head after he blazed 
a shot well over the bar from an 
inviting position, but the mid- 
fielder was one of the Victory 
players who had made a major 
contribution to the game. 

The Wanderers move within 
a point of league leader Central 
Coast Mariners. It would be the 
first time the majority of the 
Melbourne media will have seen 
Western Sydney Wanderers in 
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live action, and to me they were 
a far cry from the defensive-ori- 
ented outfit portrayed in earlier 
accounts. 

Certainly they are well orga- 
nized at the back and have some 
big, physical players. New South 
Wales always seems to put out 
teams of good big players, who 
will regularly account for good 
small players from Victoria as 
happened here. 


Connor Pain (Victory) pulls one back for the home side and steers the ball past Wan- 
derers keeper Ante Covic. Photo: ANITA MILAS 
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Match Details 


Perth Glory 2 

(Dodd 27’, Smeltz 64’) 
Central Coast Mariners 1 
(Ibini 13’) 

Nib Stadium, Perth 
Referee: Jarred Gillett 
Crowd: 5,909 


Perth Glory: 1. Daniel Vukovic 
(Gk), 5. Steve Pantelidis, 6. Nick 
Ward, 8. Dean Heffernan, 9. Shane 
Smeltz, 10. Liam Miller, 13. Travis 
Dodd (C), 14. Steven Mcgarry, 17. 
Chris Harold (12. Ryo Nagai 59’), 
19. Joshua Risdon, 23. Michael 
Thwaite 

Substitutes Not Used: 2. Jack 
Clisby, 15. Brandon O'neill, 30. 
Lewis Italiano (Gk) 

Yellow Cards: Smeltz 

Red Cards: Nil 


Central Coast Mariners: 1. 
Mathew Ryan (Gk), 2. Daniel 
Mcbreen, 3. Joshua Rose, 4. Pedj 
Bojic, 6. Patrick Zwaanswijk, 7. 
John Hutchinson (C), 9. Bernie 
Ibini (29. Nick Fitzgerald 68’), 14. 
Michael Mcglinchey, 16. Trent 


Sainsbury, 18. Nick Montgomery (5. 


Zac Anderson 71’), 21. Mile Sterjo- 
vski (19. Mitchell Duke 55’) 
Substitutes Not Used: 20. Justin 
Pasfield (Gk) 

Yellow Cards: Nil 

Red Cards: Nil 


By Ben O’Neill 


CENTRAL Coast Mariners’ 
unbeaten run in 2013 came 
to an end on Saturday eve- 
ning with Graham Arnold’s 
side falling 2-1 to Perth Glo- 
ry in Western Australia. 
Bernie Ibini gave the yellow 
and navy an early lead how- 
ever strikes to Travis Dodd and 
Shane Smeltz either side of half 
time earned the purple-whites 
their first win of the year. 
Graham Arnold’s team remain 
atop the Hyundai A-League lad- 
der, however the club’s lead has 
now been trimmed to just one 
point with Western Sydney Wan- 
derers having beaten Melbourne 
Victory earlier in the day. 
The Mariners got off to the best 
possible start at nib Stadium 
with Ibini netting his sixth goal 
of the campaign only 13 minutes 
in. Daniel McBreen worked de- 
terminedly to win possession in 
the Mariners’ attacking third, 
before Michael McGlinchey fed 
the onrushing Ibini. The young 
attacker made no mistake in 
finding the back of the net, slid- 
ing a clinical shot past Vukovic 
to give Arnold’s team the lead. 
But Glory, who this week had 
Alistair Edwards replace Ian 
Ferguson as their Head Coach, 
restored parity to the contest 27 
minutes. Dodd’s run was picked 
out well by midfielder Nick 
Ward. Controlling Ward’s lofted 
pass at the first attempt, the for- 
mer Panionios player then fired 
his shot beyond Central Coast 
gloveman Mathew Ryan. 
There was a good tempo to the 
game and Patrick Zwaanswijk’s 
diagonal switches of play were 
causing issues for the Glory de- 
fence in the first half. Twice in 
the space of three minutes Bojic 
marauded down the right hav- 
ing been spotted by the elegant 
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Perth Glory players celebrate Shane Smeltz’s (centre) winner. Photo: CRAIG ECCLES 


Dutch defender, however the 
end product didn’t quite match 
the lead-up play as Central Coast 
failed to trouble the Glory goal. 
The Mariners’ best chance re- 
gain the lead in the match came 
in the 38th minute. Joshua Rose 
and Mile Sterjovski combined 
well down the left, with the lat- 
ter sliding a pass to McBreen in 
space. The A-League’s leading 
goal-getter struck his shot at the 
first attempt, however miscued 
his effort, sending the ball well 
over Vukovic’s bar. 


Mariners keeper Matthew Ryan can’t keep out Shane Smeltz’s well directed header. 


Photo: CRAIG ECCLES 


Smeltz hasn’t had his best sea- 
son in Australia’s top flight how- 
ever the New Zealand interna- 
tional is always a handful and he 
proved why he is so highly rated 
20 minutes after the interval. 
Joshua Risdon, who only a min- 
ute early cannoned a long range 
shot off the crossbar, floated 
in an inch-perfect cross which 
Smeltz met with purpose. Ryan 
got a hand to Smeltz’s header, 
but couldn’t manage to keep the 
former Gold Coast United man’s 
effort out. 


Mariners boss Arnold changed 
some of his personnel and his 
tactics with the clock winding 
down however a determined 
Glory team restricted Central 
Coast to only a series of half 
chances to level proceedings af- 
ter Smeltz’s 64th minute goal. 
Ultimately, it wasn’t to be Cen- 
tral Coast’s day as Arnold’s 
men fell to their third defeat of 
the 2012/13 Hyundai A-League 
season. 

Positively, Central Coast Mari- 
ners return to Gosford’s Blu- 


_ 


etongue Stadium next Saturday 
night for Hyundai A-League 
round 22. The challenge of Mel. 
bourne Victory at the Mariners 
idyllic bayside arena awaits. 
and also marks the start of ar 
important seven days for the 
club. Home clashes against Su. 
won Bluewings (Wednesday 27 
February) and Western Sydney 
Wanderers (Saturday 2 March) 
feature within the space of 2 
week in Gosford. 


Pedj Bojic (Mariners) and Chris Harold (Glory) get themselves in a tangle. 
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Match Details 


Brisbane Roar 2 

(Steven Lustica 33’, Besart Berisha 
49) 

Wellington Phoenix 0 

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Referee: Alan Milliner 

Crowd: 9,282 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael Theo 
(Gk), 3. Shane Stefanutto, 7. Besart 
Berisha (29. Kwame Yeboah 90’), 8. 
Massimo Murdocca (9. Stef Nijland 
73’), 11. Ben Halloran, 13. Jade North 
(26. Corey Brown 78’), 14. Steven 
Lustica, 15. James Donachie, 18. 
Luke Brattan, 19. Jack Hingert, 22. 
Thomas Broich (C) 


Substitutes Not Used: 20. Matt Acton 
(Gk) 
Yellow Cards: Nil 
Red Cards: Nil 


Wellington Phoenix: 2. Emmanuel 
Muscat, 3. Tony Lochhead, 4. Isaka 
Cernak (21. Daniel Sanchez 27’), 8. 
Paul Ifill (10. Stein Huysegems 63’), 
12. Tyler Boyd, 16. Louis Fenton, 17. 
Vince Lia, 18. Ben Sigmund, 20. Glen 
Moss (Gk), 22. Andrew Durante (C), 
23. Corey Gameiro 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. Mark Paston 
(Gk), 7. Leo Bertos 

Yellow Cards: Corey Gameiro 38’, 
Ben Sigmund 74’, Daniel Sanchez 83’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


By Jarrod Ellis 


A cloudy and rainy sky reflected 
the gloomy atmosphere around 
Suncorp Stadium when Brisbane 
welcomed Wellington Phoenix to 
town. 

After consecutive losses to Sydney 
and Buriram United Brisbane were 
desperately in need of a lift and host- 
ing a Wellington team occupying 
the bottom of the A-League ladder 
was perhaps the tonic that the Roar 
needed. 

Goals from Steve Lustica and Besart 
Berisha and some lucky escapes 
were enough for Brisbane to secure 
a 2-0 win and remain within touching 
distance of the top-six. 

Wellington could consider them- 
selves unlucky not to at least get on 
the scoresheet, loan-signing Corey 
Gameiro had a goal disallowed whilst 
Stein Huysegems looked odds-on to 
score in the second half only to have 
the ball snatched away at the last mo- 
ment by Jade North. 

Playing their third match in eight 
days it came as no surprise that Bris- 
bane started slowly out of the blocks, 
the visitors from across the ditch had 
the run of early proceedings. 

It appeared that the Phoenix had 
taken advantage of their early supe- 
riority in the opening minutes when 
Gameiro headed home past Michael 
Theo after an initial save. Match ref- 
eree Alan Milliner was prepared to 
award the goal but on the advice of an 
assistant ruled it out due to a foul on 
North by Gameiro. 

Neither side were creating chances 
in the attacking third with oppor- 
tunities in front of goal few and far 
between until just after the half-hour 
mark when Brisbane took the lead 
through Steven Lustica 
The goal arrived through a combina- 
tion that has proven so effective the 
past three years. Thomas Broich and 
Shane Stefantto combined down the 
left wing, allowing for Stefanutto to 
pick out and unmarked Lustica on 
the penalty spot who then slotted his 
left-foot strike past Glen Moss in the 
Phoenix goal. 

The goal had arguadbly arrived 


ns off long wee 


7 


Te Ori 


K 


with vital win 


3 
0 


- www.goalweekly.com ‘ 


57% 


Saves 
Attempts on target 6 
Attempts off target 10 


Possession 43% 
Corners 7 
Offsides 1 


Fouls committed 19 


Besart Berisha doubles the Roar’s lead much to the annoyance of Phoenix’s Glen Moss. Photo: KEITH EIGELAND 


against the run of play and it appeared 
to sting Wellington into a flurry of ac- 
tion. Louis Fenton tested Theo twice 
in a matter of minutes and there were 
some worrisome moments at corners 
for the home team. 

Wellington continued on from their 
when they returned for the second 
half but only four minutes after the 
restart they conceded again due to a 
lack of concentration. 

Danny Sanchez, brought on for the 
injured Isaka Cernak, was the cul- 
prit, playing a pass deep in his own 
half that was easily latched onto by 
Luke Brattan. From there the Roar 
midfielder didn’t waste the opportu- 


Stein Huysegems (Phoenix) shows poise in controlling the ball under pres- 
sure from Corey Brown (Roar). Photo: KEITH EIGELAND 


nity presented him, striding forward 
before setting up Besart Berisha to 
extend Brisbane’s lead. 

Broich almost had the Suncorp Sta- 
dium crowd on their feet again in the 
63rd minute, turning inside a throw in 
from Stefanutto and unleashing a dip- 
ping volley that whistled just high of 
the crossbar. 

Wellington had several chances to 
reduce the deficit in the last half hour 
but such is the lack of confidence in 
the side at the moment they all went 
begging and Brisbane was able to 
hold on for a much needed 2-0 win. 

Aside from the match itself there 
was a moment of added drama with a 
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small faction of the Brisbane support 
known as the River City Crew having 
a “Mulvey Out” banner confiscated by 
security. 
After the match Mulvey appeared un- 
azed by the show of discontent and 
praised the team after a tough week. 
“Tt was a very important result and 
it’s been on the end of a lot of travel,” 
Mulvey said. 
“] think it’s fair to say we were on the 
move for 18 hours there and 18 hours 
ack so it’s takes a lot out of you but 
I can’t speak highly enough of the ef- 
fort the boys put in today because it 
was very tough. 

“We had bodies that were sore but 
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Tony Lochhead (Phoenix), Louis Fenton (Phoenix) and Ben Halloran (Roar) leap 
for the header. Photo: KEITH EIGELAND 
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they toughed it out and I was very 
pleased with their effort.” 

Ricki Herbert lamented Wellington’s 
missed chances, saying he believed 
his team should have got something 
out of the game. 

“The second goal was a real killer. 
Turning the ball over in that area of 
the pitch shouldn’t happen, but the 
same thing happened last time we 
came here. 

“T felt the endeavour we showed was 
good enough to get a result.” 


Man of the Match 


Steven Lustica 
(Brisbane Roar) 
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Action Packed A larger than life Archie Thompson 
on upstages the real deal at the Presiden’s 
Picture Page ) Luncheon. Photo: ANITA MILAS 
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Victory’s Marcos Flores gets 
ready to ping across in against 
a well organised Wanderers 


Besart Berisha knows that the future always defence. Photo: ANITA MILAS 
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1. Ben Kennedy (gk) 

3. Zenon Caravella 

5. Dominik Ritter 

7. James Brown 

8. Ruben Zadkovich (c) 
9. Emile Heskey 

12. Josh Brillante 

13. Sam Gallaway 

14. Taylor Regan 

15. Craig Goodwin 

17. James Virgili 

19. Michael Bridges 
20. Matrk Birighitti (gk) 
22. Adam Taggart 

23. Ryan Griffiths 

25. Mitch Cooper 

26. Andrew Hoole 

(Two to be omitted) 


Ins: James Brown, Andrew 
Hoole (both promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Connor Chap- 
man (ankle), Ben Kantarovski 
(knee/season) 


By Shaun Dyas 


The Newcastle Jets face Brisbane 
Roar on Friday night in another 
A-League match of utmost impor- 
tance. After defeating Melbourne 
Heart last Friday night the Jets 
have leapt back into the top six at 
the expense of the Heart. 

Their opponents Brisbane find them- 
selves on the cusp of the six and would 
move a point clear of the Jets if they 
could escape Hunter Stadium with the 
three points on Friday night. 

This points to an even and closely con- 
tested tussle as defeat for either side 
would begin to make it awfully diffi- 
cult to advance in to the finals series. 
Newcastle must fancy their chances 
of continuing their promising form 
as they come into this game on the 
back of their finest performance of 
the season. 

Against the Heart, the Jets looked a 
completely different side, especially 
with the combination of Englishmen 
Michael Bridges and Emile Heskey in 
the front third. 

The pace and power of Heskey was a 
perfect foil for the vision and class of 
Bridges and as a result the Jets looked 
more dangerous than they have all 
season. 

Adam Taggart was also a standout in 
easily his finest display in a Newcastle 
jersey providing pace and was des- 
perately unlucky not to end up on the 
score sheet. 

Taylor Regan also provided some steel 
at the back which left Jets fans won- 
dering just what he had done wrong to 
be dropped in the first place. 
Newcastle fans will be praying that he 
delivers again because even though 
they have been a little off colour this 
season, the Roar still possesses some 


1. Ante Covic (GK) 

2. Shannon Cole 

3. Adam D’Apuzzo 

4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
5. Michael Beauchamp 
6. Jerome Polenz 

7. Labinot Haliti 

8. Mateo Poljak 

9. Dino Kresinger 

10. Aaron Mooy 

11. Tarek Elrich 

13. Joey Gibbs 

14. Kwabena Appiah-Kubi 
15. Reece Caira 

16. Rocky Visconte 

17. Youssouf Hersi 

18. lacopo La Rocca 
19. Mark Bridge 

20. Jerrad Tyson (GK) 
21. Shinji Ono 

23. Jason Trifiro 

(Six to be omitted) 


Ins: 11. Tarek Elrich, 13. Joey 
Gibbs, 14. Kwabena Appiah-Ku- 
bi, 15. Reece Caira, 16. Rocky 
Visconte, 23. Jason Trifiro (all 
promoted) 


Outs: nil 


Unavailable: 12. Tahj Min- 
niecon (foot season) 


By Alex Milic 


It’s a battle of teams at opposite 
ends of the table with the Wan- 
derers sitting second, flying high 
after six consecutive wins while 
Perth are placed ninth, having 
snapped a five-game losing streak 
with a win against league-leaders 
Central Coast last weekend. 

In their inaugural season, the Wan- 
derers have surprised the competi- 
tion to be equal-championship favou- 
rites alongside Central Coast. Only 
one-point behind Graham Arnold’s 
league leading side, Western Sydney 
will have their sight sets on an unlike- 
ly minor premiership triumph before 
an assault on the final series. 

The Wanderers have steadily rotated 
their squad during the campaign and 
have no significant injury problems. 
Midfield playmaker Aaron Mooy 
could be a candidate to start after 
being on the bench in the 2-1 win 
against Melbourne Victory while the 
versatile Shannon Cole will also be in 
contention. 

Perth have endured a tumultuous 
few weeks which ended with the ap- 
pointment of interim coach Alistair 
Edwards as Jan Ferguson’s replace- 
ment and the surprising come-from- 
behind 2-1 victory against Central 
Coast. The upset lifted Glory off the 
bottom of the table and positions 
them only four points away from the 
top six. 

The Glory also have no serious prob- 
lems, however it was a surprise that 
new signing Matias Cordoba didn’t 
feature against the Mariners after 
playing 15 minutes against Heart the 
week before. The Argentine could 
come into the match-day squad as 
Edwards will look to make minimal 
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The Odds 


of the finest attacking quality in the 
competition. 

Besart Berisha, Thomas Broich and 
Ben Halloran can turn on the style at 
any given moment meaning that the 
Jets will have to be switched on for 
the entire 90 minutes. 

Jets captain Ruben Zadkovich will be 
key in this area. As good as his pass- 
ing game has been this season he is 
still renowned for his willingness and 
ability to disrupt the ball movement 
of the opposition through his tackling 
and pressure. 

With Zenon Caravella next to him 
he no longer has to worry about be- 
ing the only man in the midfield who 
can build the attack which will only 
enable him to exert more energy in 
breaking up the Roar attacks. 
Brisbane are coming off what can 


‘Anoth er weeks 
another must'wintfor 
Jetsrand|Roar, 


A ~ 


fe 


only be described as a lacklustre 
performance against Wellington last 
week with coach Mike Mulvey seem- 
ingly under pressure despite having 
just signed a two year contract exten- 
sion. 

Fans at Suncorp stadium unveiled a 
‘Mulvey Out’ banner last week as they 
expressed their dismay at the perfor- 
mances of their side under their new 
manager. 

How he would love for his players to 
answer the calls this weekend with a 
performance to launch his side back 
into the finals positions. 

It will be a tight, tense and at times 
niggly contest due to the high stakes. 
Home ground advantage should be 
enough to get the home side over the 
line, just! 


4 


Roar Line Up 


1. Michael Theo (gk) 
3. Shane Stefanutto 
4. Matt Jurman 

5. Ivan Franjic 

7. Besart Berisha 

8. Massimo Murdocca 
9. Stef Nijland 

10. Henrique 

11. Ben Halloran 

12. Julius Doe 

13. Jade North 

14. Steven Lustica 

15. James Donachie 
16. Do Dong-Hyun 

17. Mitch Nichols 

18. Luke Brattan 

19. Jack Hingert 

20. Matt Acton (gk) 
21. James Meyer 

22. Thomas Broich (c) 
25. George Lambadaridis 
26. Corey Brown 
(Seven to be omitted) 


Ins: 4. Matt Jurman (promot- 
ed), 5. Ivan Franjic (returns 
from concussion), 10. Hen- 
rique (returns from injury), 
12. Julius Doe (promoted), 16. 
Do Dong-Hyun (promoted), 
21. James Meyer (promoted), 
25. George Lambadaridis 
(promoted) 

Outs: Nil 

Unavailable: 2. Matt Smith 
(hip - season) 


changes to a winning team. 


Wanderers - Can anyone stop the 
Wanderers as they set the competi- 
tion alight? It doesn’t really look like 
it at the moment. In an illustration 
of how impressive they have been 
defensively, Western Sydney have 
won seven of their ten away games 
this season. Coach Tony Popovic de- 
serves immense credit for building 
the defence early in the season be- 
fore the likes of Shinji Ono, Youssouf 
Hersi and Mark Bridge have gelled in 
attack as the campaign has worn on. 
In their impressive win over Victory, 
players such as Mooy, Cole, Tarek 
Elrich and Rocky Visconte were not 
among the starters as the Wander- 
ers look to be a serious title-winning 
contender. 


RN CONCOURSE 


Sat Feb 23 Parramatta Stadium 5:30pm 


Glory - Was last week’s victory 
against Central Coast a one-off or is 
change the best thing for the Glory? 
Since Edwards has been given tem- 
porary control, the Young Socceroos 
assistant has impressed at every 
turn. Guiding his side to that shock 
win last weekend, Edwards had his 
side playing fluent, technical football 
after just three training sessions. 
When interviewed on The World 
Game on Monday, Edwards spoke 
like a seasoned professional and he 
“convinced” the viewer that he would 
turn the Glory around. Whether or 
not it was a one-off should become 
clearer on Saturday night. 


1.Danny Vukovic (gk) 
2.Jack Clisby 
5.Steve Pantelidis 
6.Nick Ward 

8.Dean Heffernan 
9.Shane Smeltz 
10.Liam Miller 
11.Adrian Zahra 
12.Ryo Nagai 
13.Travis Dodd 
14.Steven McGarry 
15.Brandon O'Neill 
17.Chris Harold 
18.Matias Cordoba 
19.Josh Risdon 
21.Scott Jamison 
22.Ndumba Makeche 
23.Michael Thwaite 
24.Storm Roux 

30 Lewis Italiano (gk) 
(Five to be omitted) 


Ins: 11.Adrian Zahra, 18.Matias 
Cordoba, 21.Scott Ja- 
mison, 22.Ndumba Makeche, 


24.Storm Roux (all promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 7. Jacob Burns 
(back - TBA) 
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ALEAGUE Weekly 


By Adrian Deans ABC Radio Coverage - 92.5 ABC Central Coast & 
Grandstand Digital Melbourne & online 

The Mariners are wobbling. 

Flying down the hill with the chas- . 

ing pack baying at their heels, ty 

they can’t even look over their 25 ie — . 


Se of pa ) 


Victory Line Up 


shoulders for fear of falling at the a . 

1. Mathew Ryan (Gk) last hurdle: . Rs in \ Mariners 1.83 ‘ 1. Tando Velaphi (GK) 
2. Daniel McBreen Christmas came ten months early for 2 ; Draw 3.80 : 4 3. Adama Traore 
3. Joshua Rose ry and the Wanderers - three . 4 a : “Ky, 5. Mark Milligan 
4. Pedj Boii points gift wrapped and given to . Victory 4.50 ; ; : 6. Leigh Broxham 

. Fed) Bojic Glory - but shared by the rest of the ’ 8. Jonathan Bru 
5. Zachary Anderson league. Three points the Mariners 9. Marcos Flores 
6. Patrick Zwaanswijk didn’t get. : : 
7. John Hutchinson () Now they are vulnerable and West- i, f D é@ ath Wo bh h ? esa 11. Marco Rojas 

; ern Sydney will have the chance to 13. Diogo Ferreira 


14. Billy Celeski 

17. Jimmy Jeggo 

18. Francesco Stella 
21. Spase Dilevski 

22. Jesse Makarounas 


8. Adriano Pellegrino top the league (if only for two hours). 


9. Bernie Ibini By the time the Mariners run out = Or the loss is 
. . against Victory they may well be 


11. Oliver Bozanic looking to reclaim top spot - which is 


13. Brent Griffiths pressure they've not felt since Round DF / 
14. Michael McGlinchey 9. How they go about this game will a 0 aver 


15. Brad McDonald tell us a great deal about Graham Ar- [Join the conversation on Twitter : 23. Adrian Leijer 

. nold’s team. ina the h #C Vv “a a 26. Andrew Nabbout 
16. Trent Sainsbury Last week, they were poor. After a using the hash-tag #CCMvM : : 31. Scott Galloway 
17. Anthony Caceres solid opening US minutes, they were his Bruges trial and took the opening — Postecoglou’s side have had a minor ASAM: A Matter Of Fa ct 32. Connor Pain 
18. Nick Montgomery ae to ee oe ane unable ie goal superbly. His first touch was the form glitsch themselves in recent  WEAGUEIS TNC UT Ta el iteteyt fe fire): 33. Daniel Mullen 
19. Mitchell Duke Play their usual possession game. At key — taking it away from the defence __ times but were nearly back last week separate these teams when they last 39. Nathan Coe (GK) 


their best, no-one in this league can and then finished across Vukovic, but against the rampant Wanderers. They met, each club settling for a 1-1 draw 


3 é : ie > Four to be omitted 
20. Justin Pasfield (Gk) mata she: Manet bw fought ane that was the end of the section. Perth —_ will be confident and breathing fire Central Coast Mariners have won ( ) 
21. Mile Sterjovski movement. They work the ball for- ae ‘ ; ‘ : 
5 oa : : desperately wanted to show their against a Central Coast team they just once in their last seven appear- ; 
A : ward like a machine and suddenly at- meson Pie : 7 : : . Ins: Adama Traore (returns 
29. Nick Fitzgerald iaclithroughartynumberokchannels owner, their fans and their brand new know are out of form, and pala ances against the Victory f . S 
(Five to be omitted) and their defence is second to none. ©0222 that they were not the hapless __ in the Mariners’ faces trying to keep Melbourne Victory will be looking rom suspension), Spase 


make-weights we all believed them to —_ them that way. Dilevski (promoted) 


Ins: 8. Adriano Pellegrino But last week, after going ahead they Feagneied pales to avoid their third straight loss this 
) 4 WEnE to sleep. and’ paul the. penalty be. Their second half perfor mance The key bus the game could be weekend as to avoid equalling an ; 
(returns from suspension), anaingt the teara contine last proved that they can still make anim- whether Archie Thompson returns TRA EK IIe Outs: Nil 
41. Oli B ic, 13.B pans Cone Aer pact this season, and also showed that —_ from injury. Marco Rojas seems to be i 
. Oliver Bozanic, 13. Brent Complacency? : : ‘ Melbourne Victory have used 30 
Jeet ae ok : sotlt the awesome Mariners can be beaten nowhere near as effective when his : . Arca 
Griffiths, 15. Brad McDonald, The Mariners would claim otherwise, iainiene: Mohawk mateis absent. players this season, more than any Unavailable: 7. Gui Finkler 


but it’s hard to deny. After the way other team 


(knee) 24.Nick Ansell (groin), 


17. Anthony Caceres (all 


This will not have escaped Victory, This game will be profoundly im- 


promoted) Felson tll ri arenes who despite losing last week, played __portant for the final shape of the top J Melbourne Victory will play their 10. Archie Thompson (ham- 
: 3 ~~~. in one of the best matches of the _ three. I expect another classic. 200th game this weekend, boasting string) 
Outs: Nil deep down — to do something fairly 


the second best win percentage of 
teams with over 100 games (47.32%) 
and third best win percentage overall 


season against Western Sydney and 


TENAIFOCHAM CEES @ unpleasant to Perth, and that's howit oe. possibl unlucky not to get 
k ee started. Bernie Ibini has been in ca- haa 2 eat of the. ame pean 
( nee — season) reer best form since returning from 8 8 : e 


( poes) 


WELLINGTON 


By Joe Gallagher 
PHONY = Two clubs with contrasting for- 


tunes this season will meet on 
Sunday, with three points at the 


front of both coaches minds for |i : r ae 5 
completely different reasons. 1) Draw 3.40 z + Ea 1.Eugene Galekovic (gk) (c) 
Mark Paston (GK) Adelaide United, who a month ago AUFC 2.70 2.0sama Malik 
2. Manny Muscat were contenders for the Minor Pre- ; a 3.Nigel Boogaard 
miership, find themselves in fourth —— i 
3. Tony Lochhead spot on the ladder, and will be ne- { Pol | nts (1) || Th le Li ni le Pai aa 


4. Isaka Cernak vously looking over their shoulder at y, 4 ——- 
7. Leo Bertos the chasing pack if they can’t register - + 


‘ i ‘a 
8. Paul Ifill a win in New Zealand this weekend. ; C. a uD 


8.Marcelo Carrusca 
10.Dario Vidosic 
12.Antony Golec 
14.Cameron Watson 
16.Daniel Bowles 
17.lain Ramsay 


= . Their hosts, Wellington Phoenix, sit 
9. Benjamin Totori bottom, and Ricki Herbert will know )) 
10. Stein Huysegems that failure to charter a swift return to , Ms \ ’ (l S 
11. Jeremy Brockie the winners circle could see his side {ABC Radio Coverage - Grand- — 


slip further away from a fourth con- stand Digital Adelaide & online . orate : 
12. Tyler Boyd secutive finals appearance which is g re 18.Fabian Barbiero 
16. Louis Fenton becoming worryingly improbable. = As A Matter Of Fact $9 20.Paut tzz0 (gk) 


17. Vince Lia Curiously though, given the sides’ |Join the conversation on Twitter j Thesolteamenwilll mectiorthe first 21.Jeronimo Neumann 


fi respective positions on the ladder, using the hash-tag #NIXVREDS time in 2013 after Adelaide put the 
18. Ben Sigmund it is Herbert’s team who have been | g g Phoenix to th d with ee Foss 23.Evan Kostopoulos 
20. Glen Moss (GK) th -e profitable in their last fi ; — - —— oenix to the sword wi vic 24.Awer Mabil 
: € more profitable in their fast tlve come back striker Jeremy Brockie, To add spice to the match, this will []W/Eaienayeey 25.Tomi Juric 


21. Dani Sanchez games. injury clouds hang over defender Leo __ be the first appearance of controver- Despite boasting a record of four 


22. Andrew Durante (C) sane Sa ere as the Bertos, winger Louis Fenton and re- _ sial striker Jeronimo Neumann | WHEE Wins from their last six games ( Two to be omitted) 
23.C orey Gameiro Dane sae i al . ee ele 7 cent signing Isaka Cernak, who has New Zealand. Neumann’s reputation against the Phoenix, Adelaide will 
: at the Sydney Football Stadium at the — impressed in hi ee ‘ ‘ nears ’ . 
yaney impressed in his short time in the with the Yellow Fever was irreparably travelito New Zealandifor the first Ins: Cassio (returns from 


(Two to be omitted) hands of their nearest challengers, capital. damaged by an apparent dive in the ti ince 19 Nov 2041 where th 
Sydney FC. A sliver of encouragement would round three match between the two Ie SINCE OY ere ney) 


Pana It caps off a horror run of one win in ave come from the performance of _ sides, and he will no doubt face their have tasted success just once in 
USER SEIT C five matches that has seen United slip one of his other newbies, youngster _ criticism on Sunday. their last nine appearances 


nile) RMN Be-WcWiVal=seela(-y) from the top two for the first time this Corey Gameiro - who had thought __ It is the first time the Reds have vis. HEINE am Teas cit 
(returns from suspension) season. — : he had scored the opener at Suncorp _ ited Westpac Stadium in four years,  OWAUEUB IES TETes Caer lea stehuits 
Meanwhile, the Phoenix have found __ hefore his goal was chalked out fora _ having played in Christchurch twice MS Osu Sees Net Eussue nce 
: themselves in a dogfight to avoid the foul on Jade North. and Auckland once in the past three IP EITeR AOU ele ne leet) 
Out: Nil wooden Spoon, relegated to the un- His partnership with Brockie will be seasons. Without a win in any of those on the weekend, becoming only the 
enviable position after falling toa 2-0 one Valkanis will have to be wary of, _ visits across the Tasman, Adelaide [iy goal keeper to register a Goal 
Unavailable: Nil. defeat in Brisbane. It was yet another especially given the absence of Iain will be hoping the change in scenery [PSG y eli eschecy icles it 
setback which exposed Wellington’s Fyfe, who has been suspended for will work in their favour, against a in Round 12, 2011/12 
frailties in defence and lack of confi- picking up a fifth yellow card. His like- | Phoenix side struggling desperately { 
dence in front of goal. ly replacement will be Antony Golec, __ to stay afloat. 


Herbert hasn't been helped by an un- with Cassio to return to left-back after 
settled starting line-up, and this week missing the visit to New South Wales 
will be no different. While he will wel- que to suspension. 


= 15 PLAYING SETS ro) 


ONLY $375 Qe ag” CD 
FULLY CUSTOMISED KITS DELIVERED DIRECT SV ( pelails 
4 TO YOUR DOOR - READY FOR PLAY. , 


CALL US TODAY 1800 730739 \j \ oy, pelada.com.au 


suspension), Evan Kosto- 
poulos (returns from in- 
jury), Awer Mabil (promoted 
from NYL) 


Outs: lain Fyfe (suspended 
- 1 match) 


Unavailable: Bruce Djite 
(ankle - 1-2 weeks), Fabio 
Ferreira (groin - 3 weeks) 


Wellington Phoenix will be looking 
to avoid equalling an unwanted club 
record of three consecutive games 
without scoring 


_ 2 
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MELBOURNE 


HEART 


Heart Line Up 


1.Clint Bolton (GK) 

4. Simon Colosimo 
5.Fred 

8. Matthew Thompson 
9. Dylan Macallister 
11. Richard Garcia 

13. Jonatan Germano 
14. Golgol Mebrahtu 
15. David Williams 

16. Marcel Meeuwis 
17. Jason Hoffman 
18. David Vrankovic 
20. Andrew Redmayne 
(GK) 

21. Jamie Coyne 

22. Nick Kalmar 

25. Jeremy Walker 

36. Eli Babalj 

(Two to be omitted) 


Ins: 9. Dylan Macallister, 
17. Jason Hoffman, 18. 
David Vrankovic 


Outs: 6. Patrick Gerhardt 
(suspended - card accu- 
mulation) 


Unavailable: 10. Josip 
Tadic (broken toe - 3-5 
weeks), 23.Mate Dugandz- 
ic (broken foot - season) 
24. Sam Mitchinson (quad 
strain - two weeks) 


Melbourne Heart v Sydney FC 


By Andrew Bishara 


Melbourne Heart versus Sydney 
FC games aren’t usually hot- 
blooded affairs. But this week- 
end’s clash will certainly have 
some fire in the belly. 

For one, this is battle for finals. Syd- 
ney are sitting in fifth place, while 
the Heart are in eighth; however 
only three points separate the two 
clubs, and thanks to Sydney’s poor 
defence record, a win for the Heart 
will see them leap over them. 

That shouldn’t distract football fans 
from Sydney’s amazing turnaround. 
At the halfway point of the season, 
I wrote a report card and I detailed 
that, Sydney would need a miracu- 
lous switch of character if they were 
to make the finals, and instead they 
would probably be focusing on next 
season. 

Instead, Frank Farina has instilled 
a mental toughness in the group, 
which has reaped rewards. They 
now fight for every ball, every tack- 
le, unwilling to lose. More impor- 
tantly, confidence has grown in the 
team, and Sydney look like winning 
games all of a sudden. 

Farina also has complete control 
of the dressing room. His rift with 
Jason Culina, resulted in the mid- 
fielder leaving the club; with only 
one person in charge of the squad. 
More so, Sydney now has produced 
another big name signing. 

And this is why, there’s going to be 
some fireworks this weekend. Soc- 
ceroo Lucas Neill has agreed to join 
the Sky Blues at the expense of go- 
ing to the Heart. 

It seemed that the Heart were on 
the verge of signing the former 
Blackburn and West Ham defender, 
when he decided to return home to 


il Alan Milliner 


Sun Feb 24 AAMI Park 5:00pm 


Neill’ : return 10 Spar 


gin the conversation on Twitter 
using the hash-tag #MHvSYD_ 


Sydney. Heart chief executive Scott 
Munn said Neill had stretched some 
long-term friendships, especially 
with Heart coach John Aloisi, a 
good friend and former teammate of 
Neill’s, after backtracking on a ver- 
bal agreement with the club. 

Neill admitted that he sorry if he 
believed that he mislead the Heart 
in his signature for the club. 

°To the Melbourne Heart board 
and to John Aloisi, I apologise if I 
gave too much of an indication that 
I was heading down to Melbourne 
and I wish them all the best” said 
Neill in his first training session for 
the Sky Blues. 

“Tt was a difficult decision but an 
easy one from a family point of view, 
being born and raised in Sydney. 

Alosi admitted though, that he 
didn’t need to hear any apology from 


in Heart Cl 


Heart 2.40 
Draw 3.50 
SFC 3.00 


_ Grandstand Digital Melbourne and Sydney & online 


Neill regarding his decision. 

“IT don’t need an apology from 
anyone, it’s up to the person them- 
selves,” he said. 

“Obviously, he feels bad about 
something he said to us and I’m not 
going to get into it. All I can say is, at 
certain times, it’s the way you con- 
duct yourself.” 

The game however, shouldn’t be 
noted for clash between the two Soc- 
ceroo friends, but rather the impor- 
tance of the game. With both teams 
looking to cement themselves in the 
Top Six, this will be a tight contest, 
with no team looking to lose. Given 
Sydney’s decent run and the Heart’s 
consistent home form, an entertain- 
ing draw is the best bet. 


FFA launches Harmony through Football initiative 


Football Fed- 
eration Australia 
(FFA) CEO David 
Gallop and Sport 
and Multicultural 
Affairs Senator 
Kate Lundy have 
unveiled the Harmony through 
Football program, a new 
initiative to celebrate football’s 
diversity and inclusivity. 

Football represents Australia’s 
multicultural diversity with connec- 
tion to more cultures, languages 
and ethnicities than any other 
sport. 

The Harmony through Football 
initiative is the first formal FFA 
program directly linking our 
diverse player role models to the 
growing multicultural communi- 
ties of Australia. 

60 year three students from 
the Metella Road Public School 
along with stars of the Westfield 
W-League and Hyundai A-League 
joined together in Western Sydney 
on Thursday to announce the new 
initiative that aims to use football 
to help foster a sense of belonging, 
acceptance and understanding of 
other cultures. 

The Harmony through Football 
program includes over 150 events 
for more than 17,000 participants 
in NSW and Victoria, culminat- 
ing with three marquee Hyundai 
A-League matches in Melbourne 
and Sydney around Harmony Day 
(21 March) involving Melbourne 
Heart, Melbourne Victory, Sydney 
FC and Western Sydney Wander- 
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menced last Sunday with a tourna- 
ment co-ordinated by Melbourne 
Heart featuring Victoria Police, 

the Melbourne Chinese Soccer As- 
sociation and the Australian Somali 
Football Association. 

In 2013, FFA has a strategic plan 
to engage with multicultural com- 
munities, with a focus on Harmony 
Day, the official national celebra- 
tion of cultural diversity. 

“Football is the face of Australia 
and is a sport that truly reflects the 
cultural diversity of our nation,” 
said FFA CEO David Gallop. 

“With 1.7 million participants, 
football is Australia’s most inclu- 
sive and accessible sport, one that 
bridges gender, age, linguistic, 
ethnic and religious divides. 

“In 2012 FFA undertook a cul- 
tural audit of the A-League which 


one or more parent born overseas, 
both well above the national 
average. 

“Football’s broad fan base 
similarly reflects this diversity and 
our aim to help foster this diversity 
through the Harmony through 
Football program,” finished 
Gallop. 

“Sport is a powerful unifier 
which brings together people from 
diverse backgrounds,” Senator 
Lundy said. 

“This initiative shows football 
living up to its status as the world 
game — a universal language and 
passion.” 

Along with the support from 
Minister Lundy, the Department 
of Regional Australia, Local 
Government, Arts and Sport and 
the Department for Immigration 


program. 

“SBS has always championed the 
sports which contribute to build- 
ing communities. We are proud to 
be a partner in this great initiative 
which will help to inspire our 
younger generation of Australians 
from diverse backgrounds to 
connect with the champions of the 
game,” said SBS Managing Direc- 
tor Michael Ebeid. 

Further announcements on this 
partnership will be made in mid- 
March. 

Harmony through Football 
will culminate with three major 
fixtures which will incorporate the 
Harmony message — these match- 
es are Melbourne Heart v Western 
Sydney Wanderers and Sydney FC 
v Melbourne Victory on 16 March 
and Western Sydney Wanderers v 


As A Matter Of Fact 


( Rhyan Grant broke the hearts of 
Heart fans with a late winner in the 
Sky Blues 2-1 victory against the 
younger Melbourne club early in 
the year 

| Melbourne Heart are the only team 
not to have claimed any points after 
conceding the opening goal of the 
game this season (9 times) 

| Melbourne Heart have not failed to 
score in consecutive matches since 
Round 4 this season 

( Sydney FC will be looking to equal 
their club record of three wins in 
succession when they face off 
against the Heart 

( Sydney FC are one of only two 
teams without a player who has 
played all 21 matches this season 


Sydney FC Line Up 


1. Ivan Necevski (gk) 

2. Sebastian Ryall 

3. Fabio 

7. Brett Emerton 

8. Adam Griffiths 

9. Paul Reid 

10. Alessandro Del Piero 
12. Blake Powell 

13. Tiago Calvano 

15. Terry McFlynn 

16. Joel Chianese 

17. Terry Antonis 

18. Trent McClenahan 
20. Vedran Janjetovic (gk) 
22. Ali Abbas 

23. Rhyan Grant 

26. Peter Triantis 

29. Joel Griffiths 

32. Lucas Neill 

(Four to be omitted). 


Ins: Joel Griffiths (returns 
from suspension), Lu- 

cas Neill (new signing), 

Ali Abbas (returns from 
suspension), Brett Emerton 
(returns from suspension) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Pascal 
Bosschaart (heel, season), 
Kruno Lovrek (knee, 4 
weeks) 


Hyundai Goal for Grassroots 

Congratulations to Football Margaret River SC for being selected 
as the Hyundai Goals For Grassroots junior club for Round 21. By 
virtue of Perth Glory scoring 2 goals this round, the club received a 


$3000 grant courtesy of Hyundai. 


To nominate your club visit www.goalsforgrassroots.com.au 


It was a thrilling round of A-League football(but then, when 
isn't it?) last weekend, but what probably got lost among 
the hype of Victory vs. Wanderers and Lucas Neill’s snub of 
Melbourne Heart(see below) was Alistair Edwards’ dream 
debut as caretaker Perth Glory coach with a convincing 2-1 


win over the pacesetting Mariners - particularly of pride to the 

Glory faithful given he’s a WA boy and ex-Glory player in the 
NSL days, and now he has put his coaching smarts honed at national youth-level 
to use for Glory. Whilst it is definitely in the national interest for Ali to resume his 
duties with our national youth-teams where he has adhered to the virtues of the 
National Curriculum, it is nonetheless a feelgood story in seeing him lend a help- 
ing hand to his old club, which has been pigeonholed by many as a last bastion of 
physical/hoof-ball play in an A-League now dominated by more tactical/technical- 


minded sides. 


There really isn’t much 
Melbourne Heart can do in 
the wake of Lucas Neill’s 
11th-hour about-face 

but move on, after his 

opting to join hometown 

side Sydney FC instead 

of linking up with John Aloisi and crew. Sadly 
Lucas has a reputation as something of a money- 
chaser so although his joining the Sky Blues actually 


sees him turning down a bigger offer from the Heart, it is 

still something that’s become about as synonymous with him as his captaincy of 
the Socceroos. We could speculate as to why he didn’t choose to come home 
to play earlier instead of slaving away in the oil-rich but standard-sparse UAE 
league meanwhile, so it is unfortunate that his return has been overshadowed by 
other factors. Love him or not though, he is still national captain and a member 
of the Germany ‘06 ‘Golden Generation’ so we should take the opportunity to 
watch Lucas play and see him giving back to the domestic scene in doing so. 


ers. showed that 87% of players have and Citizenship, SBS have also Sydney FC on 23 March. - Alvaro Rodriquez 
The program of events com- an overseas ancestry and 68% have come on board to help drive the 
CENTRAL COAST ° 
pas as Purchase tickets 
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Planet Football 
Burkina Faso 


By Alvaro Rodriguez 


NAME: Burkina Faso 
CAPITAL: Ouagadougou 
POPULATION: (2010 approx.) 
15,730,977 
CONFEDERATION: CAF 
INTERNATIONAL HONOURS: 
African Nations Cup runners-up 
2013 

FIFA WORLD RANKING: 55th 


AFRICAN NATIONS CUP AP- | 
PEARANCES: 1978(as Upper 


Volta), 1996-2004, 2010-13 
WORLD CUP APPEARANC- 
ES: N/A 


WHO ARE YA? 


Situated in West Africa, Burkina | 
: frequently 


Faso is a republic bordered by 
six nations, most notably the 
Ivory Coast and Ghana. What 
is now Burkina Faso was first in- 


erer tribes between 14000 and 


5000 BC, with the region’s first : : 
: kingdom of Ouagadougou(the : 
: future capital’s name) was sub- | 
: jugated by the French, ending 
- resistance by the ‘natives’. After : 
: a territorial-dispute resolution ; 
bly the Mossis who established with the British, the French in- | 
: corporated this into their French : 
Ages that incorporated elements _ West Africa realm until its dis- 
» solution in the early 1960s and : 
with Islam, the latter faith hav- | the declaration of ‘The Republic 
: of Upper Volta(named after the : 
: region’s river basin)’. 
Upper Volta’s early years of in- : 
: dependence were fraught with : 
thankfully : 


* most of the coups staged against : 


traces of permanent settlement 
dating back to circa 2500 BC. 

In the centuries that followed, 
many tribes and clans settled in 
and around the area, most nota- 


a regal dynasty in the Middle 
of polytheistic idol-worship 


ing been introduced to the area 
by Arab traders. There were 


also tu: Depa. < sumoesicaly | 


primitive people who neverthe- | Aes 
: political 


less boasted an uncanny level of 
astronomical knowledge, their 


Burkinabe defender Bakary Koné 
in Lyon colours... 


..and in national colours(at left) jostling with Ghana’s Asamoah Gyan at last month’s 


African Nations Cup in South Africa. 


| 


‘BURKINA 


Just in case the GPS isn’t working... 


myths speaking about alien visi- , 
: tations in ancient times. Marcel : 
» Griaule, a French anthropologist : 
: who would study the Dogon from | 
: the 1930s-50s was left stumped as : 
to how this apparently primitive | 
: society had acquired knowledge : 
: of the cyclical movement of the : 
: Sirius star - which is practically : 
: invisible to the naked eye. 
: From the 1600s onward the Eu- : 
ropean colonial powers ventured : 
into West Africa, : 
: competing with each other for : 
: colonial possessions as well as : 
: for slaves to be transported to : 
: the New World. However this | 


habited by nomadic hunter-gath- : . ; . 
- region was not claimed outright : 


until the 1890s when the Mossi 


instability, 


the early governments were rela- 


dent Thomas Sankara, a mili- 
tary captain officially changed 
the country’s name to Burkina 
Faso(a combination of Mossi 
and Mande - another local eth- 
nic group - words) which means 
‘Land of Honest People’, as well 


: as the red/green flag with gold 


star in use ever since. 

Although the political system 
has stabilised somewhat in sub- 
sequent years, the country is 
still scorned for its disregard of 
human and civil rights in spite 
of the veneer of constitutional- 
parliamentary government. 


SO WHAT YOU DONE? 


Though Upper Volta/Burkina 
Faso gained independence in 
1960, it didn’t contest the African 
Nations Cup until 8 years later and 
it wasn’t until Argentina ‘78 that 
they gave WC qualifying a crack. 


first qualified for the African Na- 
tions Cup, albeit being knocked 


ria and Rhodesia(Zimbabwe). 
Afterward a barren international 
spell followed, their next conti- 


? * = until 1996 held in South Africa. 
tively bloodless. In 1984 Presi- : 


Again they finished last in a 


: group containing Zambia, Alge- 
: ria and Sierra Leone. However 
' the following edition 2 years 
' later, which they hosted, saw 
' them qualify into the knockout - 


rounds against realistic expec- 


- tations, not least their upset 2-1 


win over powerhouse Algeria. 


: The Burkinabe then edged out 
. Tunisia on penalties after push- 
: ing the Carthage Eagles to their 
: limits, but alas the dream ended 
: at the hands of the Egyptians in 
: the semifinals, 2-0. To add salt 
- to the wounds, the Burkinabe 
' faltered in the 3rd-place match 
: against DR Congo, losing on 
: penalties. 


Nonetheless they went on to 


: qualify for every African Nations 
» Cup between 1998 and 2006, al- 
: beit never progressing beyond 
: the group stage. Two consecu- 


eB - tive misses in 2006 and 2008 
It was in that same year that they = 


were then offset by qualification 


' for every subsequent finals to 


. nas : date...in particular the recently- 
out in the group stage finishing - 


_ last in Group A to Ghana, Nige- — ¢4 which saw them storm all the 


: way to the Final against Nigeria, 
where the Super Eagles broke 
: a 19-year drought to take home 


concluded edition in South Afri- 


nental appearance not coming | 


the ANC trophy at the Burkin- 


: abes’ expense. They could still 
: be proud of their performances 
- however, having held the Nige- 
: rians and then-reigning champs 
' Zambia to draws in the group | 


stage. The knockout stages had 


» seen them eliminate the highly- 
- fancied Togolese and Ghanaians, 
: so the Burkinabe NT could do | 


nothing but rightfully hold their 


: heads high. 

_ BIG CLUBS 

: The national league is known 
' as the Burkinabé Premier 


- League, and its two major clubs 
- are ASFA Yennenga and Etoile 
' Filante de Ouagadougou, both 


of which have won 12 national 


: titles each, although ASFA only | 
- boasts 3 Burkinabe Cup wins in 
- contrast to EF Ouagadougou’s 
: 20. Though both clubs have par- | 
: ticipated frequently in continen- 
: tal club competition, sadly they 
_ have no success to show for it. 

: REP YOUR COLORS 

: Nicknamed the Stallions, the 
» Burkinabe NT wears all-green : 
: with red trims; the away replac- : 
: es green with white. As for the - 
: clubs, ASFA wears yellow shirts: 


- and socks with green shorts, 
: whilst EF Ouagadougou wears 
' the same template substituting 
» green for navy-blue and yellow 
: for white. 


: MATCHWINNERS 

' Though the Stallions boast a 
» number of European-based pros, 
: defender Bakary Koné (not to be 
> confused with an Ivorian player) 
: is arguably the best-known due 
- to his playing for French giants 
© Olympique Lyonnais aka. Lyon. 
: Before joining Lyon in 2011, 
: he’d amassed over 100 games in 
: 5years at fellow French club Gu- 
: ingamp; at present he has been 
» capped 23 times for his country 
: with no goals to date. 

: SO WHAT NOW? 

_ Though losing the African Na- 
» tions Cup Final will have hurt 
' the Stallions, they can take heart 
: from the achievement to spur 
» them on to better international 
_ performances in future, not least 
- that all-elusive maiden World 
' Cup finals appearance . 


Boo’s World 


By Mark Boric 


Lucas Neill has joined Sydney 
FC after being on the verge of 
signing for Melbourne Heart. 

His former Socceroo team-mates 
Hayden Foxe and John Aloisi felt 
a bit dudded but he assures ev- 
eryone it wasn’t about the money. 
If it wasn’t about the money, he 
probably shouldn’t have had that 
last minute change of heart as it 
now looks like he’s gone back on 
his word to his mates (and with 
mates your word should be the 
same as putting pen to paper ona 
contract). 

Brisbane Roar put in one of the 
most embarrassing displays by 
any Aussies in Asia in a long time, 


far worse than your average bogan 
in Bali. A “highlights” package of 
the horror on display would not 
look out of place in a sequel to the 
cult 1970’s documentary Shocking 
Asia. 

Still amazed at the differences 
between punishments issued by 
the FFA and FFV. The FFA do not 
seem to hold clubs responsible for 
the actions of their supporters at 
all, the opposite of how the FFV 
deals with “club associates”. A 
club associate of an A-League team 
can be arrested for assaulting a 
police officer and the governing 
body will not sanction the club. A 
club associate of a team in the FFV 
senior competitions can swear at 
a referee and five figure fines and 
the loss of competition points will 
ensue. 

For those that don’t know, there 
was a heatwave in Melbourne over 
the last week and they don’t have 
Foxtel on the beach I frequent, so I 
didn’t catch much A-League action 
as usual over the last weekend. 
Noticed that Heart had their regu- 
lar difficulties away, with Emile 
Heskey giving the boys at Soccer 
AM something to bring out their 
terrible Aussie accidents whilst 
replaying. 


For some strange reason shirt sales at Western Sydney weren't as many as other clubs.... 


Sydney FC are gaining momen- 
tum, and caught the end of their 
win over Adelaide United. Frank 
Farina has secured a long term 
contract (get the beers in!) and 
all of a sudden the talk of Finals is 
serious. 

The one game I saw in full was 
the Match of the Week, the Old 
Biggest Club in the League v the 
New Biggest Club in the League. 
It seemed every extra ever from 


Fat Pizza, Swift and Shift Couriers 
and Housos converged on Mel- 
bourne to support the Wanderers, 
and the warm weather saw them 
exposing gaudy tattoos and hairy 
backs in roughly equal numbers. 
Marcos Flores and Adrian 
Leijer were down on form for Vic- 
tory, and had Youssouf Hersi been 
on song it could have been a heavy 
defeat for the home side. Has all 
the talk of Liverpool and Juventus 


scouts gotten to Marco Rojas? He 
is not so hot right now. Connor 
Pain did Malvern City proud with 
his maiden A-League goal, but it 
only proved to be a minor consola- 
tion for the Victory. 

Cue the regular rant about 
Perth Glory being third up in a 
triple header being bedtime. A 
change in coach brought about a 
change in fortunes, as bottom beat 
top to swing the Premier’s Plate 


momentum all WSW’s way. Un- 
der Alastair Edwards it seemed 
Glory were a lot better to watch, 
though I must admit to some 
channel surfing. 

Having watched the Buriram 
debacle, I wouldn’t have backed 
Brisbane to beat Nerds FC, but 
they proved too strong for the 
struggling Wellington Phoenix. 
Mike Mulvey can join Frank at 
the bar, he’s got a new contract as 
well. Luckily Ricky Herbert has 
two jobs, so the security of one of 
them may not be too much cause 
for concern. 


AGAINST ALL ODDS 


A-League Champion 2012/13 


Central Coast Mariners 3.60 


Melbourne Victory 4.00 
West Sydney Wanderers 4.00 
Adelaide United 7.00 
Sydney FC 11.00 
Brisbane Roar 12.00 
Newcastle Jets 15.00 
Melbourne Heart 23.00 
Perth Glory 34.00 
Wellington Phoenix 61.00 


GET CONNECTED TO MELBOURNE VICTORY! 


facebook.com/gomvfc 


/ 


twitter.com/gomvfc 


Tube 


youtube.com/gomvfc 


melbournevictory.com.au 
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Soccer Sideshow | A Little Bit of This, TI 
Covidn Potato ar 


Tuesday 26th February 
08:30 am Liverpool TV - Liverpool v 
Swansea City 


Friday 28th February 
07:30 am Liverpool TV 


SETANTA | 


SPORTS 


FRIDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 

UEFA Europa League Round of 32 : 
Sparta Prague v Chelsea 9:05am ‘st Airing : 
UEFA Europa League Round of 32 1st: 
Leg Newcastle v Metalist 10:55am 1st 
Airing 

Bundesliga Round 22 Preview Show 
12:45pm 1st Airing 

UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
Highlights Show 7:00pm ‘st Airing 


SATURDAY 16TH FEBRUARY : 
Bundesliga Round 22 Wolfsburg v Bayern : 
6:25am : 
npower League One Round 33 Tranmere - 
v Shrewsbury 8:30am ‘st Airing : 
Copa Libertadores Second Stage Match- - 
day 1 Highlights Show 6:40pm ‘st Airing : 


SUNDAY 17TH FEBRUARY : 
npower Championship Round 31 Crystal : 
Palace v Middlesbrough 1:55am i 
Bundesliga Round 22 Dortmund v Frank- : 
furt 4:25am : 
Eredivisie Round 23 PSV v Utrecht 
6:40am 

Bundesliga Round 22 Leverkusen v 
Augsburg 12:25pm ‘st Airing 

SPL Round 27 Motherwell v Inverness 
4:05pm 1st Airing 


MONDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 

Bundesliga Round 22 Nuremburg v Han- 
nover 1:25am : 
Bundesliga Round 22 Hoffenheim v Stut- : 
tgart 3:25am i 
Primera Division Round 2 Tigre vBoca 
Juniors 6:55am : 
Primera Division Round 2 River Platev 
Estudiantes 10:10am 

Eredivisie Round 23 RKC v Ajax 1:30pm: 
1st Airing : 
Bundesliga Round 22 Highlights Show : 
7:00pm 1st Airing : 


IFOXC 


: 1.53 am 


SBS 


SBS ONE 

Sunday February 24th 

10:30 am Football Asia 

11:00 am UEFA Champions League 
Magazinee 

Monday February 25th 

4:30 pm FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 
SBS TWO 

Monday February 25th 

9:30 pm The World Game 


The genuis of Mister Peabody and his side- 
kick Sherman enabled them to fix problems 
from an Improbable History. Let’s hope FFA 
chief David Gallop has his own time machine 
of sorts and can also do the trick. 
Seen any uncanny doppelgangers lately? 
Let us know on our facebook page and you could 


win a prize. 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Times listed are 7 minutes prior to kick-offs. 


English Premier League 


WEEK 28 

Sat Feb 23 Fulham v Stoke 

11.38 pm Fox 1 

Sun Feb 24 QPR v Manchester United 
Fox 1 


: Sun Feb 24 Arsenal v Aston Villa 


TUESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 
Eredivisie Round 23 Twente v Willem II 
12:40am 1st Airing 

npower League One Round 33 Crawley v | 
Doncaster 6:40am 

npower Championship Round 31 High- 
lights Show 7:00pm ‘st Airing 

SPL Round 27 Highlights Show 7:30pm 
1st Airing 

Eredivisie Round 23 Highlights Show 
8:00pm 1st Airing 


' 1.53. am Viewers Choice 
: Sun Feb 24 Norwich v Everton 
: 1.53 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Feb 24 Reading v Wigan 


: 1.53 am Viewers Choice 

: Sun Feb 24 West Brom v Sunderland 

: 1.53 am Viewers Choice 

: Mon Feb 25 Man City v Chelsea 

© 12.15 am Fox 1 

: Mon Feb 25 Newcastle v Southampton 
12.23 am Fox 3 


: Tue Feb 26 West Ham v Tottenham 


THURSDAY 21ST FEBRUARY i 
Copa Libertadores Second Stage Match- : 
day 2 Fluminense v Gremio 10:55am 


:6.53 am 


Fox 1 


: Hyundai A-League 


FRIDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 
UEFA Europa League Round of 32 Lyon : 
v Tottenham 4:50am : 
UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
Liverpool v Zenit 6:55am 

UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
Chelsea v Sparta Prague 9:45am ‘st Airing : 
UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
Metalist v Newcastle 12:15pm ‘st Airing 
UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
Highlights Show 7:00pm ‘st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 23 Preview Show 
8:00pm 1st Airing 


SATURDAY 23RD FEBRUARY : 
Bundesliga Round 23 Freiburg v Frankfurt : 
6:25am : 
npower League One Round 34 : 
Notts County v Bury 8:30am 1st Airing : 
Copa Libertadores Second Stage Match- - 
day 2 Highlights Show 7:00pm ‘st Airing 


: All games 


: Fri Feb 22 Newcastle v Brisbane 
7.30 pm 


Fox 1 


: Sat Feb 23 Western Sydney v Perth 


: 5.30 pm Fox 1 
Sat Feb 23 Central Coast v Melbourne 
745 pm Fox 1 
: Sun Feb 24 Wellington v Adelaide 
2.30 pm Fox 1 
Sun Feb 24 Melbourne Heart v Sydney 
5.00 pm Fox 1 
FOX SPORTS FC 
Every Tuesday 8.30 pm 


Round 22: 


Jets (8) Roar (0) Draw (0) - Wanderers (1) Glory (7) Draw (0) - Mariners (7) Victory (0) Draw (1) - Phoenix (8) Adelaide (0) Draw (0) - Heart (3) Sydney FC (2) Draw (3) 
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Last week: 4 


Jets 
Wanderers 
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Wellington 
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NATIONAL 
PREMIER LEAGUES 


ACT COUNTDOWN 


By Russ Gibbs 


Tuggeranong United FC has one goal 
for the 2013 National Premier League: 
Capital Football season -to earn back 
the respect of the competition. That’s 
the message coming out of the valley 
club ahead of the new campaign 

as the team re-groups under a new 
coaching line-up with changes behind 
the scenes on the executive commit- 
tee, according to Technical Director 
Jimmy Bland. 

Bland, now in his third season as TD at 
Tuggeranong United having previously 
enjoyed spells as both player and coach, 
was adamant that regaining the respect 
of the rest of the league was vital to the 
development of the club under the new 
National Competition Review (NCR) 
legislation. 

“It's all about that respect this year,” 
Bland said. “I have held a recent coaches 
meeting with all the guys and we went 
through everything | want them to 
achieve this year. | didn’t give them any 
individual goals, | gave them a collective 
goal and that was to regain the respect 
that Tuggeranong United deserve within 
the Premier League. 

“| remember twenty years ago when | 
came over from the UK, Tuggeranong 
United were THE club of the ACT. We 
were winning Federation Cup's we were 
winning championships, we were getting 
into reserve Grand Finals and under-19 
Grand Finals. We have lost our way a 
little bit. We have taken our eye off the 
ball and got on a different path. Now 
we are getting the ship back on course 
and it’s all about regaining that respect. 
We have some good players and good 
coaching staff with a strong committee 
behind us and now the players have got 
to replicate the hard work that’s gone on 
off the field and if it's produced in the field 
then | think certain teams will not want 
to play us.” 

Whilst the first grade squad, barring one 
or two tweaks, is very similar in make-up 
to last year’s team, there has been plenty 
of movement behind the scenes with the 
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hopes to be amongst the title chasing honours in 2013. 


introduction of Premier League competi- 
tions for the under-14 and under-12 age 
grades precipitating the need for new 
coaching talent in the ranks. 

“We have got a lot of new faces now 
that we have Premier League under-12 
and under-14 squads,” Bland confirmed. 
“We have introduced a couple of youth 
coaches who are prepared to work hard. 
We have got Matt Selems in the under- 
12 and Mauro Charles in the under-14 
and both are knowledgeable about the 
youth players in the ACT, especially in 
the Tuggeranong area, so they will both 
be valuable assets to the club.” 

The departure of leading scorer Mark 
Shields in the summer, the joint ACT 
Premier League Golden Boot winner 

for 2012 signing for Canberra Olympic, 
as well as goalkeeper Matt McDonald 
means United do need to strengthen in 
some areas hence the introduction of for- 
mer Woden Valley youngsters Jack Pettit 
and Mouad Zwed into the squad. And, 
unlike in previous year’s, Tuggeranong 
now has some financial backing in order 
to compete at the top end of the table. 
“It's a little bit difference this year as we 
do have the finances,” Bland admitted. 
“We have a strong senior executive 
committee who were aligned to the junior 
club and they are prepared to throw a 
little bit of money our way. They've come 
to me and said money is not an issue 
and if | deem there is a good player out 


there that | think is suitable for the club 
then we'll target that player. We have two 
or three options still undecided where we 
have got to have meetings with a couple 
of guys, but | think in previous years we 
have been known as a development 
club and a feeder team for the bigger 
clubs but this year is different. We have 
got some financial backing and we are 
prepared to use it but we are not going 
to throw it away.” 

Plenty of names have been linked to 
United as the pre-season rumour mill 
and transfer merry-go-round gets into full 
swing but Bland is resolute that the 1991 
and 1992 Grand Final winners will not be 
taking on just any old player out to make 
a bit of cash on the side. 

“Any new player would have to suit the 
dynamics of the club,” Bland stressed. 
“We are hoping to be a possession 
based football club, right through from 
under-12 to first grade and we want to 
keep possession and to play football in 
the right manner. A new recruit would 
have to suit our club. We don’t have too 
many egos and attitudes to be perfectly 
honest, we look at our young players 
and look at their personalities as well 

as their skill level and their ability level 
and if we are talking to players it must 
suit the club. They must be a good fit in 
the dressing room and they must show 
some leadership both on the field and 
off the field.” 


So what is a realistic appraisal of 
United’s chances in 2013? It’s fair to 
say expectations are high but, as Bland 
re-iterated, the club has a long way to go 
to get back to the glory days of the early 
nineties. 

“We are not getting too ahead of our- 
selves,” he said. “Obviously we have got 
a new structure in place with John [Bull] 
coming in as new coach. We have got 
two or three new faces in the first grade 
squad as well. Having said that though 
we are not going to get too carried away, 
we understand that there is a lot of hard 
work to be done pre-season and the guys 
have put in a lot of hard work. 

“Tuggeranong United is renowned 
for developing our young players, our 
young talented players. We nurture them 
through from an early age right through 
to the senior level. We have got three 
boys playing in first grade now that were 
given an opportunity last year and you 
have to give them an opportunity. It's no 
use saying we ‘think you're good enough’ 
we have to put them in an environ- 
ment where they have to make tough 
decisions. 

“That's the only way that decisions can 
be made when you see them out on the 
field playing against good opposition. We 
have got a lot of young players coming 
through and that’s what we like to see. 
We do care about young players and we 
develop them slowly. Sometimes we can 
shortcut their development process, but 
the good players will always rise to the 
top and play at a good level. That's what 
we are trying to find at Tuggeranong.” 
With vision and leadership at the helm 
and across the club structure the future 
is certainly looking bright for one of the 
ACT’s largest and most storied clubs. 


The first round of the newly 
branded National Premier League: 
Capital Football kicks off on Satur- 
day 10th March. 


A 
DODGEBALL 


Venues in Thomastown & Greensborough 


3. 7 Men's, Women & Mixed 


Competitions 


# www.facebook.com/DodgeballRevolution 


M@ @Dodgeball_Rev 


NO APOLOGIES 


A FOOTBALL DOCO BY ASHLEY MORRISON 


Recently voted by FourFourTwo UK as one of 
the top 5 football documentaries to see before 
you die! Order your copy today online at: 


www.noapologiesrequired.com 


Australia’s Favourite Football Columnist Ee 


MACCA AT 


LARGE 


With Craig MacKenzie 


NICK Kalmar is in a better 
place now, no longer haunted 
by the prospect of an early end 
to a blossoming professional 
football career. 

In late 2011 it was so much differ- 
ent. He’d had a great first season 
in the A-League making 17 starts 


for Melbourne Heart but had la- | 


boured throughout the following 
pre-season with regular back pain. 
At first it was thought he was suf 
fering from muscle spasms but 
things didn’t improve. Kalmar was 
dropped after round two of the 
2011/12 season and next weekend 
flew to Sydney to play for Heart’s 
youth team. 

“I remember after that youth 


game I couldn’t even bend down : 


and take off my boots,” said the 
midfielder. 
He was sent for scans which iden- 
tified stress fractures in his lower 
back and the initial outlook was 
gloomy. 

He was told he’d be out of action 


for at least three months and he’d : 


have to wear a back brace for the 
first eight weeks of rehabilitation. 
Worse still, he was told that some 
athletes never recover from this 
type of injury. 

“I was really stressed early on 
but we were very lucky to have a 
sports physio like Martin Wollin 
at Heart and he was fantastic for 
me. He got me involved with Pi- 
lates and introduced me to a friend 
who specialised in rehab for back 
injuries. 


“I wasn’t really at the club much : 
during this time but once I saw im- : 
provement from the Pilatesandthe : 
core strength exercises I started to 


get confident. 


“Unfortunately Martin isn’t with : 
the club any more but I think, and : 


all the boys do, that he’s one of the 


best sports physios in Australia. : 
He helped me get back to where I : 


am and I owe him big time.” 


There are a few people Kalmar 

owes big time particularly the one | 
constant throughout his career, his: 
uncle Ivan Istuk who played with : 
Sunshine George Cross in the old | 


National Soccer League. 

“He’s been a mentor for me. He 
trained with me when I was young 
and he’s still with me now. He 
gives me advice and we always 


He’s been a massive influence in 
my career.” 
And what a colourful career it’s 


been, in fact Kalmar’s CV reads : 
like a multicultural tour of Victo- | 


rian football. 
From Melbourne Knights to Al- 


tona East to Preston to St Albans to : 
: with games but if I didn’t play well 
: he’d tell me and put me on the 


Italy for a short spell to Sunshine 
George Cross to Oakleigh and fi- 
nally to Heart. 


The 25-year-old has played for | 


young age,” said Kalmar. 


' “T wanted to toughen up and put | 
: myself under pressure. 

“My message to young players out 
there who haven’t gone through : 
: the usual development pathway is 
- to keep working hard. Keep train- | 
: ing hard because the A-League is ~ 
such a fantastic opportunity for | 
» young players in this country to | 
» aspire to. : 

“We have a great professional set- : 
up right here in our own backyard: 
: so try to make a name for yourself | 
- in the Premier League or in the | 
: State Leagues. 


“There are people out there 


“T always thought that it was best 


than going through the reserves 
and Charlie was fantastic for me. 


very fair guy. If I played well and 
trained well then he’d reward me 


bench. 


“He had me on the bench early * 


clubs of Croatian, Greek, Macedo- ; 
: nian and Maltese backgrounds and _ - 
: despite the promise he showed at | 

an early age he never played ina : 
"state junior representative side and | 
: never was invited to try out fora : 
: scholarship with the old VIS. : 

Kalmar sees himself as a great | 
example of what can be achieved | 
: outside established development : 
: pathways. : 
_ “I know a lot of boys that didn’t : 

make the Vic teams or the VIS and - 
: a lot of them aren't even playing | 
: football now but for me I wanted | 
: to learn to play senior football ata | 


Nick Kalmar celebrates with Mark Thompson after scoring for 
Melbourne Heart in the 2-0 win over Perth Glory recently. 
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on but I came off the bench and 


: scored a couple of goals and even- 
: tually got into the team. He never 
: watching and if you make aname | 
: for yourself you'll give yourself a 
: chance of being snapped up. i 
“Thad to perform and make aname ‘ 
: for myself in the Victorian Premier 
: League and the platform it gave me 
: was huge.” 


cared about age. If you were good 


: enough you played. 


“I think I was 17 that second year 
and that’s when I learned what 


it was like to win and what it was 


like to lose. I really grew and de- 


: veloped under Charlie Egan and it 
: was incredible how much I learned 
' in that one year.” 


A short stint at Preston followed 


: under Vlado Vanis but when he 
: was replaced by Goran Lozanovski 
. it was back to the reserves for Kal- 
: mar who decided to move on. 

: He played with St Albans before 
' trialling in Italy with a lower-league 
: outfit, which offered him a con- 
: tract but couldn’t arrange a work 
; permit. 


Kalmar’s next port of call was 


- Chaplin Reserve in 2007 under 
George Cross senior coach Joe 
: Montemurro but his next move 
- was to provide him with the spring- 
: board that eventually catapulted 
: Kalmar reserves special praise | 
: for former Socceroo Charlie Egan | 
_ who introduced the teenager to se-_ 

nior football at Altona East. 
work through things together. | 
: for my development to play senior 
: football as soon as possible rather 


him into the A-League. 
“I had two seasons at Altona 
Magic (2008, 2009) and we won 


: the Grand Final both seasons but 
: the second season was a breakout 
: one for me. I started almost every 
» game and was consistent, played in 
: the Grand Final and won the club’s 
: best and fairest. 

“I had two seasons at Altona East | 
: and I can tell you that he was a 


“To do that in a team that had 


- good quality players like Carl Rec- 
: chia, Steve Laurie and Pece Siveski 
' was a massive achievement be- 
: cause there was a lot of pressure 
: to perform.” 


His exploits didn’t go unnoticed. 


John Anastasiadis was the Oakleigh 


boss and he lured the youngster to | : 
» uppermost in Kalmar’s thoughts : 
then going into Sunday's AAMI : 
: Park battle with Sydney FC. 
: Apart from one minor distraction | 
Partway through Kalmar’s im- ‘ which arose earlier this week with 
pressive first season at elite level | 


Jack Edwards Reserve for the 2010 
season but just nine games into his 


Cannons career he signed a one- : 


year deal with the fledgling Heart. 


he signed a two-year extension 


with Heart which runs out at the 


end of this season. Not that he’s 
particularly concerned. 


“‘Tve had a little bit of feedback 
: There are great people involved 


and there’s a real family feel to our | 


more game time things will take of | club. 


: themselves.” 


from the club, not too much, but 


I'm pretty confident that if I get | 


Maybe his agent, Lou Sticca, 
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A Bailey Wright fan on Table Mountain overlooking cape T Town 


South Africa. 


our structures haven’t been right 
and we have not set up the way the 
coaches want us to then we have 
fallen apart a little and we have 
leaked goals. 


“But when we have good struc- ; 
: for Phil Brown who eventually was 
replaced by Westley. 


ture we keep clean sheets.” 
Structure and clean sheets will be 


“We've got a great club here. 


: WHEN Bailey Wright eventual- 
: ly writes his memoirs it will be 
: a spellbinding football journey |: 
: that will also involve off-field : 


intrigue and far flung fans. 


_ The intrigue will lie in the manner : 
: in which he was removed from the 
: transfer list during the last English 
' off-season and the far-flung fanisa : 
' young woman who sent Wright her ; 
: photo via Twitter as she stood atop 
' Table Mountain in South Africa a : 
: clubs sniffing around. 
: But putting pen to paper is the : 
: furthest thing from the mind of 20- 
: year-old Wright who is enjoying a : 
: breakout season at Preston North 
: End in League One albeit that | 
' agent are tossing figures to and fro 
: and we'll keep you updated on the 
- outcome of these ongoing discus- 
: Preston manager last week after : 
: just 13 months in charge and the ~ 


few days ago. 


things have gone awry off the field 


: for the famous Lancashire club. 


Graham Westley was sacked as 


team sitting in the wrong half of 
the table. 

When Wright first went to Preston 
in 2009 Alan Irvine was the boss 
but he soon made way for Darren 
Ferguson who in turn made way 


Preston’s new caretaker manager, 
John Dreyer, was Westley’s assis- 


: tant and he enjoyed his first game 


in charge last weekend as his men 


' beat league leader Bournemouth 

Sydney snatching Lucas Neill from 

' Heart’s grasp. ; 
“We've got the chance on Sunday | 

: to show him he made the wrong | 

- choice,” said Kalmar. 


2-0 at Deepdale. 

The match also marked a memo- 
rable return from suspension for 
Wright. He’d captained the side for 


" the first time in the league in a 2-2 
» home draw with Coventry in late 
: January but was sent off in a loss 


away from home to Colchester on 


' 9 February. 
- “I don’t know the guy personally ; 
: and good luck to him but he defi- | 
: could give “things” a gentle nudge __nitely chose the wrong club.” 
| fn the ight direction, [stein iaiirneincnnncninabiite 
' As for Heart’s immediate pros- : 
- pects, Kalmar remains upbeat. 
: “We truly believe that we are a bet- 
- ter team than the position we're in. 
: “There’s no secret that we’ve lost 
' key players (overseas), players | 
: that were really important to us. ; 
: “We’ve had times when we’ve had 
» an unbalanced line-up whereas 
' other teams have been more solid 
: and had virtually the same line-up 
! week-in week-out which is a big 
' advantage. 

“We think we’re good enough to | 
' make the finals and we really feel | 
: that we’re good enough to chal- 
‘lenge any team. We've already 
: proven that this season against 
: Victory and Central Coast.” : 
! What also has been evident this | 
: season is a defensive frailty that | 
: calls into question just how good : 
: Heart is without the ball. 
- “What we’ve found out is that if 


That meant he missed the 3-1 
away loss to Yeovil that sounded 


: the death knell for Westley. 


But last weekend Wright returned 


: to first team action in style with 
: a commanding defensive display 
: highlighted by scoring Preston’s 


second goal following a free-kick 
on the half-hour mark. 

His performance received rave re- 
views and the youngster gained his 


' first ever selection in the League 
© One Team of the Week. 


Wright and Preston remain in 
talks over a new contract. His cur- 


: rent deal runs out at the end of 


the season and there are plenty of 


Wright is happy at Preston and is 
prepared to stay there in fact he’s 
keen to buy a house in the local 


' area should he sign on again. 


For now both club and Wright’s 


sions. 
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Some readers may wonder how : 
the ideas for the stories which : 


appear in this column are gen- : |. 


erated. It would be nice to say : 
that they were all planned long : 
in advance and thoroughly re- : 


searched before being written. : 


But the truth is that sometimes : 


they have to be done in a mad 
rush between other commit- 
ments, especially when the 
writer is on the move, and has 


to draw on whatever comes to : 


hand. This week it is a series 
of scans of pictures of Aus- 
tralian teams from the 1960s 
and 1970s which provides the 
focus. Some of these will be 


and names for younger ones. 


The oldest of this selection is the ‘ 
Australian squad which played : 
against Everton at the Sydney : 


Showground on 16 May 1964. Ever- 


ton was the first big team to arrive : 
in Australia after the Australian Soc- + 
cer Federation was set up in 1962. : 
In those days matches against visit- 
ing club teams were the highlight : 
of the season with big crowds often : 
divided between supporters of the : 
touring team and home fans. The : 
match ended, as these often did, in : 
a big win for the visitors, 5-1in this : 
case. The picture has the whole : 
squad and it appeared in the Soc- = 
cer World Annual in 1965. Soccer : 
: ture shows Jim Mackay shaking : 
hands with the disconsolate Greek : 


World, edited by Andrew Dettre, 


was the leading New South Wales : 
football newspaper, which began as : 
the mouthpiece of the New South : 
Wales Federation, but soon began : 
: Eleftherakis for Greece. 


to assert a spiky independence. 


Move forward a few years to 1970 : 
and we find Rale Rasic’s Azteca : 
warriors according to the caption : 
to this picture, again from Soc- : 
cer World. Rasic, newly appointed : 
coach of the national team, took a : 
squad on a long world tour which : 


culminated in a match in the na- : ff 
tional stadium in Mexico City. : 
This was the venue for probably : 


the best World Cup of all that year, 


: Australian squad v Everton, 1964. Back row: Pat Woods, Adams, Mike Zurecki, Mat Woods, Barry Salisbury, Herbert Ninaus, Graham Barnett, Audato Iglesias, Leo 
: Baumgartner, McGuire, Front row: Kaz Kowalek, Frank Micic, Les Scheinflug, Vic Reynolds, Edwards. Soccer World Annual, 1965. 

new to readers, others have not : 
been reproduced very often, : 
but they should all bring back : 
memories for older readers and : 
perhaps introduce some ideas : : 
: won spectacularly by Pele’s Brazil. : 
Australia went down by three goals : 
to nil. Near the end Ray Richards : 
was sent off. He threw the ball at : 
: the Mexican captain and was dis- : 
missed. Soccer World published : 
this picture about a year later : 


pointing out that only three of this : ay 


line-up had been selected to play : 
against Israel in a series of friendly : 


matches, but of course most of the Dimitris Domazos and Jimmy Mac- 


: kay shake hands after Australia beat 
Earlier on the 1970 tour Australia : ae ebay eet 
pulled off one of the great upsets in : : , 
: from being a bunch of imports with 
: unpronounceable names the squad 
: consisted largely of players who 
: were born in Australia. 


squad for the Mexico game did go 
to Germany in 1974. 


its long football history by beating 
a full strength Greece in Athens 
by three goals to one. This pic- 


captain Dimitris Domazos. Adrian 
Alston, Mackay and George Blues 
scored for Australia and Kostas 


A couple of years later the Soc- 
a training session during which 
It appeared in the Age and ac- 


companied an article in which the 
readers were informed that far 


Finally Anton Cermak’s shot of 


: the West German goalkeeper Sepp 
: Maier flying over Branko Buljevic 
: during the Socceroos World Cup 
: game against the eventual cham- 
: pion in Hamburg on 18 June 1974 
ceroos gathered in Melbourne for : 
: Australia bowed out at the group 
this informal team shot was taken. : 


shows the full house for this match. 


stage after a draw in its final match 


: against Chile, but the team put the : 
: game in this country on the map, 
: domestically and overseas. 


previous BF1TP go to www.goalweekly.com 


Azteca warriors, 1970: Back row, left to right: Ray Richards, Peter Wilson, Jack Reilly, Sandy Irvine, 


: Adrian Alston, Jimmy Mackay. Front row: Johnny Warren, Archie Blues, Roche, Denton, Col Curran. 
: Source: Soccer World, 12 November 1971, p. 5. 


Sepp Maier flies over Branko Buljevic during the World Cup fi- 
nals group match in Hamburg in 1974. Photo: Anton Cermak. 


Socceroos in Melbourne: Left to right: Jimmy Rooney, Johnny Warren, Manfred Schaefer, Jim Mackay, Jimmy Milisavijevic, 
Harry Williams, Billy Vojtek, Col Curran, Ray Richards, Jim Fraser, Ernie Campbell, Doug Utjesenovic. Age, 21 October 1973. 


MELBOURNE SPORTS BOOKS 


Have you discovered "fBeansueers 
Mr Cleansheets yet? 


If not, you’re missing out on the greatest rollicking football 
romp since Bert Trautmann put his neck on the line for Man City 
in the 1956 Cup Final. 

Vicious hooligans, Irish mafia, nymphomaniac pop stars and 
shedloads of football. 


Get your hard copy at any bookstore or buy online at 
www.mrcleansheets.com 
(ebook also available). 


ADRIAN DEANS 


Report By Damian Briggs 


Rounds 18 of the 
Futsal Oz V-League 


On a hot Sunday afternoon for 
round 18 of Nike V-League the 
action sizzled on court with 
teams looking to build a good 
run home to challenge for the 
title. Pascoe Vale still remains 
3 points clear at the top of the 
ladder, with Hume FC and Vic 
Vipers hot on there heals. 
Maxi Avram shines against 
Brighton 

A Maxi Avram hat-trick help guide 
the Vipers to victory over the re- 
juvenated Brighton FC. Vipers 
were made to work hard to get the 
points as Brighton were well orga- 
nized at the back. With the Vipers 
pushing for the title they had more 
to play for as they went on to take 
the points in a even contest. 

Vic Vipers FC 3 (M. Avram 3) 
def. Brighton FC 1 (H. Shamon) 


Ashburton Kruel Fitzroy 

Lucas Kruel has again turned on 
the style to help guide Ashburton 
to Victory against Fitzroy FC. The 
Brazilian scored a Hat-trick and 
got an assist, however he was well 
supported by his teams mates and 
the passing and movement was too 
hot for Fitzroy to handle. Fitzroy 
tried to play and got rewarded for 
their effort with 3 goals but it was 
too little to late as the went down 
7-3. 

Ashburton FC 7 (L. Kruel 3, R. 
Ferguson, M. Rocca, A. Farina, A. 
Areggin def. Fitzroy FC 3 (I. Fili- 
povic 2, T. Fitzpatrick) 


Juso Jalardzija returns with 6 
goals 

Metropolitan FC bag 11 goals as 
they down Essendon 11-5. Juso 
Jalardzija scored 6 goals on his 
return from outdoor commitments 
and was will assisted by Metro 
stalwart Alija Redzepovic who 
chimed in with 4 goals. Alex Co- 
bo’s Essendon side looked good in 
patches but they ran out of legs in 
the hot conditions as Metro took 
the points. 

Metropolitan FC 11 (J. Julardzi- 
ja 6, A. Redzepovic 4, D. Redzepovic 
def. FC Essendon 5 (B. Vanega 3, 
A. Cobo, A. Osorio) 


Hume Banging in goals for 
Fun 

Hume FC are the inform team of 
the competition and they are run- 
ning rampart as they score another 
17 goals against FC Prahran. Nike 
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P W DL GFGA GD Pts 
1815 2 1127 63 +60 47 
1814 2 2168 51 +117 44 
1813 3 2 86 57 +29 42 
1812 0 6131 87 +44 36 
1811 2 5 88 52+36 35 


1 Pascoe Vale FC 
2Hume FC 

3 Vic Vipers FC 

4 Metropolitan FC 
5 Ashburton FC 


6 Moreland FC 1810 0 8 97121 -24 30 
7 Fitzroy FC 18819 74 77 -3 25 
8 CF Brunswick 18 6 012 72 91 -19 18 
9 FC Prahran 18 4 113 81127 -46 13 
10 FC Essendon 18 4 014 59127 -68 12 
11 FC Balwyn 18 3 114 77157 -80 10 


12 Brighton FC 18 2016 48 97 -49 6 


' Round 18 Clashes 
Friday February 17 


Moreland FC 6-1 FC Balwyn 
Ashburton FC 7-4 Fitzroy FC 

CF Brunswick 2-6 Pascoe Vale FC 
Metropolitan FC 11-5 FC Essendon 
Brighton FC 1-3 Vic Vipers FC 
Hume FC 17-6 Prahran FC 


'} Round 19 Clashes 
Sunday February 24 


2:00pm — Vic Vipers FC vs. FC Balwyn 
3:00pm — Pascoe Vale FC vs. FC Essendon 
4:00pm - Ashburton FC vs. Hume FC. 
5:00pm - Metropolitan FC vs. Fitzroy FC 
6:00pm - Brighton FC vs. CF Brunswick 
7:00pm — Moreland FC vs. FC Prahran 


V-League leading scorer Vadim 
Mazurskiy score 8 to extend his 


Dawood 3, E. Benjamin, A. Drego) ' 
: but the quality of the Pascoe Vale 


Brunswick looked dangerous early 


Burukhan Koca was the star WAUSAU Eg 
for Moreland with a sublime 


lead at the race to the golden boot Pascoe Vale ‘stay top foe anoth: : squad was too much for Brunswick hat-trick that help guide his SiGe eee FC - 
title. Hume coach Armin Keddad : er week ' to handle. side to the 3 points. Balwyn 3 gurukhan Koca - Moreland FC 30 
was not happy with his side con- | Pascoe Vale FC bounced back from | Pascoe Vale FC 6 VJ. Portillo 3, have been struggling of late 4 Juso Julardzija - Metropolitan FC 30 

5 Sofiane Soufi - Pascoe Vale FC 28 


ceding 5 goals as they took their | 
foot off the gas, however he was | 
impressed with his teams attack- 
ing form in recent weeks. 

Hume FC 17 (V. Mazurskiy 8, M. 
Vargovski 3, S. Cicek2 , G. Haris- 
son, R. Culculoglu, C. Munoz, C. 
Cicekdag) def. FC Prahran 5 (J. : 


their defeat to Vipers last week : 
with a 6-2 victory over CF Bruns- : 
wick. In a spirited match Pascoe ; 
- Vale were back to their attacking | 
: best with Jose Portillo scoring a : 
: Balwyn 
: his goal drought for Pascoe Vale : 
with a well take free kick. CF ; 

over the struggling FC Balwyn. 


hat-trick, Joao Da Silva also broke 


J. Da Silva, F Tadashi, E. Simsek) 
CF Brunswick 2 (J. Slovacek, N. 
Yao) 

Moreland take points against 


Moreland continued their good 
start to 2013 with a convincing win 


and will need a big turn 
around if they are to avoid 
relegation. 

Moreland FC 6 (B. Koca 3, 
S. Kolay 2, T: Korkmaz) def. 
FC Balwyn 1 (R. Rashidi) 


The Futbol Town Show every 
Tuesday 6.30pm on C31 and 
C44Digital 
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NYL title to be decided 


By Daniel Quinn 


e 2012/13 National Youth 
eague (NYL) winner will be 
determined on the last day 
of the season as the Victory 
lost and the Mariners won in 
Round 17, while there were 
also wins for Brisbane, New- 
astle and Perth. 
Round 17 got underway on Satur- 
Jay with a thrilling 4-3 win for the 
Brisbane Roar over the AIS, where 
he Roar came from three goals 
Jown at the break to complete a 
stunning comeback. 
e AIS took 26 minutes to open 
he scoring as Marc Marino 
headed a nice Steve Kuzmanovski 
ross, before Marino completed 
his brace three minutes later with 
a drilled effort. 
Just before the break Todd Norris 
found Dylan Smith who made no 
mistake with a tap in giving the 
AIS a 3-0 lead. 
arc Ochieng’s send off just 
before the interval changed the 
ontest as Brisbane came out a 
lifferent side. 
irstly Patrick Theodore slotted 
past AIS ‘keeper Lucas Spinella, 
before Benjamin Liftin finished 
past Spinella with the outside of 
is foot. 
att Thurtell was the hero for the 
Roar in spectacular fashion with 
a screaming strike into the top 
orner on 80 minutes, before the 
striker’s sensational half-volley 
ompleted the stunning comeback 
five minutes before time. 
On Sunday, Kale Bradbery’s 
hat-trick helped the Newcastle 
Jets thrash Adelaide United 6-1 at 
anderers Oval. 
e Reds, however, opened the 
scoring just after eight minutes 
as Thomas Briscoe fantastically 
olleyed home from the edge of 
he box. 
Shortly before the interval Bran- 
Jon Lundy finished comfortably 
from a goalmouth scramble. 
‘en minutes after the resumption 
Bradbery slotted in Jacob Pepper’s 
‘utback to give the Jets the lead, 
before Andrew Hoole guided his 


th 


-www.goalweekly.com 


of the season 


Victory’s Spase Dilevski sails in to try and block the lob by Joe Gibbs (WSW). Jimmy Jeggo follows up. 
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attempt into the bottom corner on 
65 minutes. 

Bradbery then finished inside the 
near post, before Radovan Pay- 
icevic coolly slotted the fifth with 
four minutes left. 

Four minutes was all Bradbery 
needed to duly complete his hat- 
trick in stoppage-time. 

In Perth, the Perth Glory comfort- 
ably beat the Melbourne Heart 4-1 
at Intiga Stadium. 

Argentine Matias Cordoba opened 
the scoring on 28 minutes side- 
footing a Matthew Davies cross 
past Heart ‘keeper Alastair Bray. 
Five minutes into the second-half 
ex-Heart winger Adrian Zahra 
doubled the lead heading in at 

the back post, before Borbor Sam 
sealed the win with twelve minutes 


Joe Gibbs WSW) and Daniel Chaabani (Victory) clash. 
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left. 

Slobodan Vulin then capped off the 
win with the fourth guiding in from 
a scramble. 

But Andrew Mullett did head an 
Andrew Cartanos cross in to earn 
the Heart a late consolidation. 

At Cromer Park the Central Coast 
Mariners, like the Jets and Glory, 
eased past their opponents, the 
Sydney FC with a 4-0 victory. 

The Mariners kicked the scoring 
off on the half-hour mark as Adam 
Jenner converted Patrick Dixon’s 
cross. 

Four minutes before the interval 
Dixon had a goal of his own bun- 
dling home at the back post. 
Keiren Paull then added the third 
on 70 minutes with a neat finish 
after an interchange of passes with 


Aaron Peterson. 

Jenner then extended the lead with 
a stunning fourth from long range 
to complete his double. 

The Melbourne Victory only 
needed to beat the Western 
Sydney Wanderers at SS Anderson 
to claim the NYL title, but Darren 
Davies’ boys loss 4-3. 

The Wanderers deservedly took 
the lead just after 8 minutes as 
Joey Gibbs converted from the 
spot after Kwabena Appiah-Kubi 
was fouled in the box. 

Just before the halfhour mark 
Nicholas Olsen was found at the 
back post, beat Kobbie Boahene 
and poked past Tando Velaphi to 
give the Wanderers a two-goal 
lead. 

Shortly after Jason Trifiro and 
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Santo, Sam & Ed Podcast ~ 


Santo Cilauro, Sam Pang and Ed Kavalee are back in town 
with their own unique take on events of the week. 


Their brief is simple - 7 days, 3 guys, no agenda. 


Podcast available on iTunes 
http://itun.es/au/cdOdQl.c 


Facebook: Santo, Sam and Ed 


Twitter: @SantoSamEd 


Jake McGing combined superbly 
through the centre before finding 
Gibbs who simply tapped in the 
third from a couple yards out. 

The Victory came out after the 
break and pulled one back as Chris 
Cristaldo blasted into the bottom 
corner. 

But Western Sydney seemed to 
have sealed the win as Trifiro’s 
weak attempt crept under Velaphi. 
The Victory then made the last mo- 
ments tense as Cristaldo headed in 
his and Victory’s second with three 
minutes left. 

Dylan Murnane then grabbed the 
third with a brilliant drilled effort 
from outside the box a minute from 
time. 

The Victory and Central Coast 
Mariners meet next weekend in the 
last round with the result determin- 
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ne (Victory) on his tail. 
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Round 17 Results 


Perth Glory 4 (Corboda 28, Zahra 50, 
Sam 78, Vulin 82) 
Melbourne Heart 1 (Mullett 89) 


Newcastle Jets 6 (Lundy 36, Bradbery 
55, 73, 90, Hoole 64, Pavicevic 86) 
Adelaide United 1 (Briscoe 8) 


Melbourne Victory 3 (Cristaldo 50, 87, 
Murname 89) 

Western Sydney Wanderers 4 (Gibbs 7, 
35, Olsen 29, Trifiro 65) 


Sydney FC 0 
Central Coast Mariners 4 (Jenner 30, 81, 
Dixon 41, Paull 70) 


AIS 3 (Marc Marino 26, 29, Dylan Smith 
39) 


Brisbane Roar 4 (Patrick Theodore 58, 
Benjamin Litfin 71, Matthew Thurtell 
80, 85) 


NYL Standings 


PWDLFADP 
1 Melbourne Victory 17120557 203736 
2 CC Mariners 171205 3827 11 36 
3 Newcastle Jets 1710 165333 2031 
4 Brisbane Roar 17 8 3'6:36'33:3: 27 
5 Perth Glory 1781844 43125 
6 Melbourne Heart 17 8 1 8 31 310 25 
7 Adelaide United 17647 3439-522 
8WS Wanderers 176472740-1322 
9 Sydney FC 17539 38 46 -8 18 
10 AIS 17111521 67-464 


Final Round Fixtures 


Saturday 23 February KO 2:00 PM 
AIS v Adelaide United 
AIS Athletics Track 


Saturday 23 February KO 3:00 PM 
Melbourne Heart v Sydney FC 
John Cain Memorial Res, Thornbury 


Saturday 23 February KO 5:00 PM 
Newcastle Jets v Brisbane Roar 
Wanderers Oval, Broadmeadow 


Saturday 23 February KO 4:45 PM 
CC Mariners v Melbourne Victory 
Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford 


Sunday 24 February KO 3:00 PM 
Western Sydney v Perth Glory 
Cook Park, St Marys 


All KO times ae AEDT 


ing the 2012/13 winners in a grand 
finale. The Victory only need a 
draw to claim their first title, whilst 
the Mariners need to win to defend 
their crown. 
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The Americas - 


By Francis Fields 


Leaving aside Malaga’s first, 
leg round of 16 tie against | 
Porto in the UEFA Champi- 


ons League, Manuel Pellegri- 


ni is the Chilean tactician who | 


continues to reach heights. 


Occasionally confused by jour- : 
nalists as Argentinian and even -; 
Italian, Pellegrini can be featured | 
in other sections of Goal!Weekly | 
but deserves a special for the | 
legacy he has left with his previ- : | 


ous clubs. 


Starting off his coaching career | 
at Universidad de Chile, inspired | 
and “obliged” by coaching great : 
Fernando Riera he began to wit- | 
ness his side collapse and even- | 
tually relegated to the country’s ; 
second division for the only time | 


in its history. 


Without a doubt that experience | 
changed him, to improve his vi-_: 
madi postions ail read The reputation of Malaga’s Chilean tactician Manuel Pellegrini continues to grow in world football. 
ing the development of matches | 
: It was in 1994 with Chilean giants 
: Universidad Catdlica where in- 
' ternational defender Raimundo 
: Tupper took his life after battling 
: depression by collapsing from a 
: hotel balcony in San José, Costa 
: Rica whilst on tour. 

Ecuadorian football was taken by | 


sion for finding youth players, 


from the sideline. After all, the 
transition from player to coach is 
not an easy task at all. 

It was at LDU de Quito in Ecua- 
dor where Pellegrini found suc- 
cess. Working with Fernando 
Diaz alongside him as assistant, 


storm with a high-pressing game 
where the ball was priority. 

Here is Pellegrini’s key success 
to his methods and playing style. 
He says it is plain and simple. 
Ball work, ball work and more 
ball work, where today with Mal- 
aga in Spain’s La Liga the side 
is fighting in European position 
and currently in a second-round 
tie against Porto in the UEFA 
Champions League. 

During the 1991-92 Chilean do- 
mestic season with Palestino, 
defender Andrés Gomez fondly 


use of applied psychology in the 
dressing room. 

He was caught surprisingly 
painting the clubhouse interior 
walls in the early morning to 
light up the rooms and the play- 
ers’ mood as a team group. 


tails that have made Pellegrini 
the difference amongst his col- 
leagues. 

WIth San Lorenzo de Almagro in 
Argentina he guided the side to a 
Copa Mercosur title, the first and 
only continental triumph for the 
“Gauchos de Boedo” meanwhile 
for all of his success before he 
tried out Europe, along the years 
when he moved to Belgium and 
France to get his coaching badg- 
es, there were very low points. 
Not winning anything with a club 
at the end of the year is a sour 
and dull taste nevertheless en- 
during the suicide of a player in 
your own team roster left a mark. 


aentaqce 


Australia’s Most Comprehensis 


The point is that “the Engineer” 


: is an all-rounder. As mentioned, 
: he is fortunate to be the football 
- disciple of Fernando Riera, a man 
: who guided Benfica to domestic 
and European titles, the Chilean 
' national side to its historic third | 
» place in the 1962 FIFA World 
: Cup and even coached a select 
: FIFA XI in exhibition matches. 
: Pellegrini was saddened by his 
: death late in 2010 as was the rest | 
: of the Chilean and global football | 
: community, reflecting on the im- 
: portance of leaving an “occupa- 
: tional legacy”. 

remembers Pellegrini’s notable | 


Calm and moderate in his man- 


: ner and in his speech, he is realis- 
' tic of why and how South Ameri- 
: can coaches work with European 
: clubs. Few and far between are 
_ the names of those successful, as 
: the civil Engineer can claim his 
' name to it. 
It has always been the fine de- ; 
: leader, he says. “In my case I 
: have to manage and deal with 
: 25 persons of different ages, 
: idiosyncrasies 
: egos. Somebody has to be on top 
' of them. I have watched ballet 
- and opera orchestras where col- 
: lectively the director must com- 
: mand however the difference is I 
: must select the best eleven leav- 
: ing substitutes on the bench and 
: reserves on the stands.” 

“As a coach I always liked the : 
: feeling of playing the game on 
: Sunday. That adrenaline, the con- 
: stant challenge between winning | 
- and losing every week I think is 


The role of a coach is one of a 


mentalities and 


best, at least for my personality, 


: because I am very competitive. : 
: ‘And the worst? There are sev- | 
- eral things, but for me, when you : 
' have lost on Sunday, it’s time to | 
: wake up on Monday. That sense | 
: of defeat, of responsibility. When | 
: you generate a lot of adrenaline | 
» that is a let-down after that when : 
: combined with a defeat and its | 
: consequences. I think that’s the | 
: ugliest feeling in football” 
: claimed to newspaper La Tercera | 
: in an interview. : 
A man of open ideas but of few : 
: convictions, a man committed : 
: to two centre-forwards in attack 
: is currently reaping the red-hot | 
: form of born-again Argentinian | 
: forward Javier Saviola at Malaga. | 
The two met at Argentine giants | 
: River Plate when winning the | 
: 2003 Argentine Primera Division | 
' title. Another of his Malaga pupils | 
: is Diego Buonanotte and both are : 
: not strange to one another. In fact | 
: Pellegrini’s successful mix is the | 
blending of South American play | 
: and creativity with the European | 
: rigidity and discipline, and for : 
: him it works. 
: At Villarreal, Pellegrini opened | 
' up opportunities for several tal- | 
: ents whilst tagging along expe- . 
: rienced names. Santi Cazorla for : 
: example was given the go-ahead : 
» as was Joan Capdevila and Mar- | 
: cos Senna further cemented his | 
: spot in the Spanish national team | 
: for Euro 2008. He lured several | 
: South Americans like Juan Pablo : 
: Sorin, Juan Roman Riquelme to | 
: Diego Forlan to name a few with | 
: notable results, with highs and | 
: lows. 
Villarreal was unheard of before : 
: reaching the semi-finals of the | 
: 2006 UEFA Champions League. 
Now with over eight years of ex- : 
: perience at the top level in Spain, 


the Chilean is working with 


, he ex- | 


a money-hungry and money- , 
: to do so’, 


stricken club with an ambitious 


project. One that he feels very 
: his engineering profession, art, 


identified to. 


Rumoured links to other major | 
European clubs always circulate | 
but he has stated his appre- : 
ciation towards settling to life in | 
Spain and valuing commitment | 
: goals. I always want to reach the 


and respect in football. In fact, he 


emphasises they are both instru- | 
' optimism can generate a major 


ment to life. 


“I went through different emo- : 
tions coming from Villarreal and 
then onto Real Madrid. There is : 
: a big responsibility here at Mal- | 
aga and our Champions League : 
dream is not only a reality but a | 
huge motivation for the people of 


this city.” 


where one makes a difference”. 


With ten years abroad away from | 
his home country and nostalgia | 
does step in. Being away from | 
family has its price although its : 
fruition arises from key decision- : 
: After a powerful run into the box | 
: points in Group 1, one ahead of 
Toluca, who slip to second posi- 
© tion. 

: Inother results, Paraguayan club 
Olimpia smashed Universidad de 
: Chile 3-0, while Tijuana defeated 
: Millonarios 1-0 in Colombia. 
winning | 

streak to six games across all : 


making instances in his life. 


He confesses to being both fa- | 
mous and lonely. “There are ob- : 
: viously 24 hours in a day and you 
must stay occupied. I am obvi- | 
ously very busy as a professional | 
' fulltime manager and being | poking the ball past Emelec’s 
lonely gives you that time to fo- | 
' cus on your professional career | 
which is a facet of life that before © 


I did not have the opportunity 
attains not to just football, but 


reading, listening to music and 
playing golf. 

Today Pellegrini’s only realistic 
goal is to always win the next 


game. “We must be careful to set 
' minute thanks to a crisp Luis 
: Tejada header, with the Panama- 
: nian striker finishing from Mar- 
: vin Cabrera’s cross. 


top. But beware, that excessive 


frustration. You have to keep try- 


ing from Sunday to Sunday. I live 
: after half-time when a left-wing 
: cross was parried to the feet 
: of Sanchez and the 33-year-old 
: striker smashed the ball into the 
team in the not too distant fu- : 
: ture. : 
He is a man of philosophical in- | 
take, where his character stands : 
above emotions. It is necessary : 
in a world of pressure for results : 
in professional football. Within | 
his leadership, he expresses his 
instructions for his players and | 
over the years they have devel- : 
oped into more specific instruc- : 
: tions. ‘ 
“Passing on knowledge is a gift | 
and giving it to a group is gener- 
ally poor because it can be gener- | 
ic. Face-to-face communication is : 
: ry away to Toluca, leap-frogging 


for challenges.” 

In fact, the former defender 
has openly declared his desire 
to manage the Chilean national 


Uruguay’s two 
tives in the Copa Libertado- 
res, Penarol and Nacional, 


their second-round groups. 
Penarol went three points clear 
at the top of Group 4 with a 1-0 
win over Ecuador’s Emelec, 
while Nacional had to come from 


the Mexican club in the process 
to lead Group 1. 

Penarol overcame Emelec 
thanks to Juan Manuel Olivera’s 
68th-minute goal in Montevideo. 


from one of his team-mates, Pen- 
arol’s Fabian Estoyanoff collect- 
ed the loose ball, before smash- 
ing it across the face of goal. 
Olivera was the fastest to react, 


goalkeeper Esteban Dreer and 
extending Penarol’s 


; competitions. 
and that specifically | 
» chez was the match-winner for 
: Nacional, scoring both equalis- 
: ing goals as the Uruguayan club 
: recovered two deficits before 
: Ivan Alonso scored the winner in 
> the 57th minute. 


Veteran forward Vicente San- 


Toluca took the lead in the 22nd 


Nacional equalised two minutes 


roof of the net. 
In a frantic start to the second 


-- half, Toluca were in front again 

: in the 52nd minute when Brazil- 

- ian winger Lucas Silva slipped 

. the ball to Edgar Benitez in be- 

representa- | 
' Paraguayan substitute finished 
: calmly under on-rushing goal- 
have both moved to the top of | 


hind Nacional’s defence and the 


keeper Jorge Bava. 
Benitez’s goal was followed 


: three minutes later by Sanchez’s 
' second as he reacted quickest 
© to Juan Albin’s partially blocked 
' free-kick to score. 

behind twice to claim a 3-2 victo- | 
: cional scored the decisive goal 
: with Albin teeing up Alonso, who 
: slotted the ball across Toluca 
: goalkeeper Alfredo Talavera and 
: into the far corner from just in- 
: side the penalty area. 


Just two minutes later and Na- 


The win takes Nacional to four 


WANT TO PLAY SOCCER IN THE USA? 


NSR Soccer Australia scout, evaluate & promote 


Australian players to 2500+ USA Colleges. 


soccer australia 


: . Register for a trial in your region, to find out more visit www.nsrsocceraustralia.com 


Arsenal crisis Worsens 


London Calling 


By Samuel Collins 


It was unprecedented. No 
one had ever seen him like 
this. Infuriated, agitated, 
brusque. This was Arséne 
Wenger as we’d never wit- 
nessed. Not once during 
his sixteen years in charge 
of Arsenal football club was 
it like this. It all took place 
on Monday morning dur- 
ing a Champions League 
press conference ahead of 
an encounter with Bayern 
Munich the following day. 
The most bizarre moment 
came _ halfway-through the 
Frenchman’s media _brief- 
ing; “Why do you look at 
me?!” the 63-year old asked 
a journalist. “Because it’s 
your press conference” the 
dumbfounded reporter re- 
plied. “Ok, sorry, I thought 
it was you who gave this 
information,” the gunners 
boss replied. 

Of course, the “information” 
Wenger refers to is a story that 
broke here in England on Sun- 
day night. Tabloid newspaper 
‘The Sun’ wrote an article which 
suggested Wenger had been of- 
fered a two-year contract exten- 
sion - one that would take him 
through to 2016. So? What’s 
there to be angry about? “You 
think I’m stupid?” an irate 
Wenger continued. He knew 
the report was released to, in 
his words, “harm” the club. The 
last thing a growing proportion 
of Arsenal fans wanted to learn, 
after the humiliating 1-0 FA 


Goners: FA Cup defeat by Blackburn was followed by a 3-1 UCL home loss to Bayern Munich. 


Cup home defeat to Blackburn 
on the weekend, was that the 
club’s manager would be stay- 
ing even longer. Fans in North 
London are becoming tired of 
the manager’s failure to secure 
a trophy after this, what will be 
an eighth successive campaign 
- not all supporters in these 
parts, though. Cruelly, fans 
of city rivals Tottenham and 
Chelsea have chanted “Arsene 
Wenger, we want you to stay” 
in recent times. A sign of the 
decay that is currently tarnish- 
ing the Arsenal coach’s legacy. 
On Tuesday night, it got even 
worse. Bayern gave Arsenal a 
hiding. It was an embarrass- 
ment. A 3-1 defeat and out- 
played on their own pitch, the 
gunners exited the pitch to a 
chorus of boos, both at half 
and full-time. While the Ger- 
man side are “astonishing” - as 
their coach Jupp Heynckes put 
it - and sit fifteen points clear 


in the Bundesliga, and though 
the confidence of Arsenal play- 
ers is understandably low, it 
shouldn’t have been like this. 
A glance at the two line-ups 
earlier this week made for in- 
teresting reading. Bayern’s 
side cost £97m in transfer fees 
to assemble, Arsenal’s £86m. 
A difference of just £11m, of 
course. The annual wage bills? 
Both £143m. So why such a 
difference in class? Post-match 
pundits asked the question; 
“How many of the current side 
at the Emirates would get into 
that Bayern team?” Awkward 
silences followed as they con- 
templated each position. Jack 
Wilshere? Well, possibly, but 
he’d have to get ahead of Bas- 
tian Schweinsteiger and Javi 
Martinez - two powerhouse 
midfielders who had just ran 
the midfield in N5 for 90 min- 
utes. Santi Cazorla? Ahead of 
Toni Kroos, the supremely 


talented 23-year old who is set 
to dominate Germany’s mid- 
field for years to come? Best 
not to mention the goalkeeper, 
Wojciech Szczesny, or the de- 
fenders in front of him - for it 
was another nightmare they 
had endured. It looks increas- 
ingly likely with each passing 
season that defensive coaching 
at London Colney - Arsenal’s 
excellent state-of-the-art train- 
ing ground - is being over- 
looked. 

The first-leg strikes from 
Kroos, Thomas Muller and 
Mario Mandzukic leave Arse- 
nal battered, bruised and with 
nowhere to hide. Saturday 
sees struggling Aston Villa vis- 
it the Emirates. What follows 
is a period which, in all likeli- 
ness, will decide Arsenal’s, and 
Wenger’s, future. A North Lon- 
don derby at White Hart Lane 
with neighbours Spurs, comes 
before a home clash with high- 


flying Everton. After which an 


ill-fated trip to the Allianz Are- : 


na looms. That second-leg in 


Munich is, in many ways, now | 
just an irrelevance - Wenger la- | 
belled it “like climbing Mount 


Everest”. It’s the crucial 


league games ahead that will 


determine whether or not the 


club will enter a 16th consecu- - 


tive season in the Champions 


League. The 15th is already : 


over. 


Bayern responded to last sum- | 
mer’s European cupfinal defeat 
against Chelsea by strength- 


ening the squad with talented 
performers; Dante (£4m). 


Mandzukic (£10m), Martinez 
(£34m). They now have, along | 
with Barcelona and Real Ma- | 


drid, the finest squad in world 


football. With reported trans- 


fer funds of £70m, Arsenal can 
certainly match their German 


counterparts in that depart- 
ment. It’s now more clear than | 
ever that the squad Wenger | 


has conjured up isn’t good 
enough to lift silverware. This 
season has seen the London 


side break some unwanted re- | 


cords; After 9 years unbeaten 
at home against foreign sides 


in Europe, Arsenal have now | 


lost 2 of their last 3 games here 
against those from abroad . 
The campaign has also seen 
the club exit both domestic 


cup competitions to lower- | 
league opposition for the first | 
time since 1984/85. And they | 
sit 21 points off Manchester | 


United in the league too. 

Chariman Peter Hill-Wood 
and majority shareholder Stan 
Kroenke remain “supportive” 
of Wenger, but it feels like his 
reign is nearing it’s end. 


val! 


Weekly 
UEFA Champions League: 
Galatasaray 1 Schalke 1 

Adetermined Schalke have salvaged 

a 1-1 draw in their Champions League 
last-16 first leg away to Galatasaray in 
Istanbul on Wednesday. 

Burak Yilmaz had given his side a drearr 
start in the 12th minute with a powerful 
strike, but the Turkish team were peggeo 
back by Jermaine Jones’ equaliser and 
will have to get a result in the second 
leg in Germany to stay in the continental 
competition. 


Porto 1 Malaga 0 
Porto took the upper hand in their 
Champions League round-of-16 tie with 
Malaga after winning the first leg at hom 
1-0 on Tuesday. 

Manuel Pellegrini’s selection of two strik- 
ers lacking mobility in Julio Baptista and 
Roque Santa Cruz saw the visitors pose 
very little threat as the hosts dominated 
possession in the first half at Estadio do 
Dragao. 

However, it was not until the second 
period that Vitor Pereira’s men made 
their superiority on count, Joao Moutinhc 
slotting home a tidy finish to win it in the 
56th minute. 


Arsenal 1 Bayern Munich 3 

Arsenal's Champions League hopes wer 
left hanging by a thread after they were 
beaten 3-1 at home by Bayern Munich in 
the round of 16. 

Toni Kroos and Thomas Mueller put 
Bayern ahead after 20 minutes of the firs 
leg at the Emirates Stadium but Lukas 
Podolski gave the hosts hope when he 
pulled one back in the 55th minute of 
Tuesday's match. 

Just when Arsenal were starting to gain 
a foothold in the match, Mario Mandzuki 
looped the ball over the line with 13 
minutes left to restore Bayern’s two-goal 
advantage. 

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger had 
recalled his big guns as he made seven 
changes from the team that were dumpe 
out of the FA Cup by Blackburn Rovers ¢ 
Saturday, with Theo Walcott spearhead- 
ing the attack in place of the dropped 
Olivier Giroud. 
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The World Game 


By Andrew Bishara 


Arsenal 
needs change 


After the 1-0 loss to Black- 
burn Rovers, the vocal crowd 
at the Emirates Stadium, rang 
out with a chorus of boos and 
abuse. They had reasons to be 
furious. This was their club’s 
best chance of really challeng- 
ing for a trophy. And once 
again, for the ninth consecu- 
tive season, Arsenal could fin- 
ish trophyless. 

There is of course, still the matter 
of UEFA Champions League, but 
if Arsenal could not beat a lower 
league side in Blackburn, how 
will they fare against the German 
heavyweights of Bayern Munich; 
an unstoppable force this season? 

Post-Match, Arsene Wenger said 
his side needed to show character 
in the game against the German 
giants. 

“It’s important we focus on our 
next game,” Wenger said. “It’s a 
good opportunity to show we have 
character and that we are men 
who can fight for each other in our 
next game. That’s all we can do” 

But isn’t this the problem with 
Arsenal? Every time they suffer a 
shock defeat, they pull some mag- 
ical moment and record a massive 
victory. It seems the same every 
time. The FA Cup was going to be 
Wenger’s moment in the sun. It 
had to be. 

They might fail to qualify for Eu- 
rope, for the first time in 15 years. 
It will be considered a massive 


Pi q 


Bradford will aim to upstage Swansea in this weekend’s Capital Cup Final 


big 


1 Manchester United 26 21 2 3 62 3 
2Manchester City 26 15 8 3 48 24 
3 Chelsea Pay eh Tf yA) 
4 Tottenham Hotspur 26 14 6 6 44 30 
5 Arsenal yy i) G8) 
6 Everton 26 10 12 4 40 32 
7 Liverpool 2710 9 8 49 34 
8 Swansea City PoE kt) Gy ake) aH! 
QWest Bromwich... 26 11 4 11 36 35 
10 Stoke City Ag Te ie if eT) ahi 
11 WestHam United 26 8 6 12 29 38 
12 Fulham Aj i il «el 2) 
13 Sunderland yay fh] 2 GE 
14 Norwich City Ag “hl i) Zep 210) 
15 Southampton Py ty 8) ih) a) 2 
16 Newcastle United 26 7 6 13 34 46 
17 Aston Villa AD i OQ WA 2B 130) 
18 Reading AD 1B BG) 
19WiganAthletic 26 5 6 15 30 51 
20 Queens Park Ra...26 2 11 13 19 41 
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Next Ma 


Latest Results 
Tottenham 2 - 1 Newcastle Utd Fulham v Stoke City 

yhastogames Chelsea 4- 1 Wigan Arsenal v Aston Villa 
+31 65 WWWDW Norwich City 0 - 0 Fulham Norwich City v Everton 
+24 53 LDDWW Stoke City 2 - 1 Reading QPR v Man Utd 
+27 49 WLDWD Sunderland 0 - 1 Arsenal Reading v Wigan 
aN Me Swansea City 4-1 QPR WBA v Sunderland 
48 42 LDWDD Southampton 3 - 1 Man City Man City v Chelsea 
+15 39 WLDDW Aston Villa2-1WestHam — Newcastle U v Southampton 
oe at jl 5 i Man Utd 2 - 0 Everton West Ham v Tottenham 
& 28 WHLBILIL Liverpool 0-2 WBA 
9 30 LWLLD Liverpool 5-0 Swansea 
6 29 DLWLD 
6 29 LLDWW 
“15 29 DDDLD It’s second versus third this weekend in the Premier 
ay SIDI League, with Chelsea travelling to the Etihad 
12 27 LWWLD ; : : 
25 24 WDLDL Stadium to take on Manchester City. If City are really 
415 23 LWDWW going to pull off another miracle in claiming the title, 
21 21 LDDLD they will need to win here, no if’s or but’s. 
-22 17 LDDDD 


blow to the London club. Over 
the years, their reputation has suf 
fered, and regardless of what you 
think of them, they aren’t a “big 
club” anymore. They used to be 
up with Manchester United, AC 
Milan, and Barcelona. Nowadays, 
they are on par with Everton, Tot- 
tenham and Liverpool (and that’s 
no disrespect to those clubs, 
who’ve done tremendous jobs in 
catching up to the big boys) 

If Arsenal did win the FA Cup, 
and finish outside the Top four, 
Wenger would see it as justifica- 
tion for his methods. Same too, if 
they pulled a “Chelsea” and won 
the Champions League or if they 
made it in the Top Four again. 

But if they fail in making the top 
four, maybe that it provide the 
club with a rethink. Maybe, it fi- 
nally highlights that Wenger can’t 
change the rot that he has set in 
the club; maybe, Wenger’s time 
is up. 

If Arsenal were to drop that low, 
to finally “hit rock bottom”, it can 
be seen as a sign that the only way 
to go would be up. That change is 
imminent and will most likely pro- 
vide a base for success. Whether 
that means Wenger goes or not, 


it besides the question; it could 
mean a clearance of players (Abou 
Diaby, Aaron Ramsey, Gervinho 
to name a few) that Wenger sug- 
gests a “top quality” but very, very, 
clearly aren’t. 


transfer policy. Maybe the club re- 


to spend if they want to be consid- 
ered a big club anymore. Perhaps 
a change of tactics. Maybe switch 


did in the old days? Like Man- 
chester United play like now, and 
to such great success. Or maybe, 
focus clearly on defence, and for- 


holding out. 

There has been a lot of fury and 
speculation regarding Wenger’s 
future at the Gunners. However, 
this season could be one, that 
maybe will finally spark some 
change at this once great club. 


Cup last week. However, I’ve 


: Premier League matches and 
: instead preview the first do- 
' mestic trophy available. That’s 
: right, it’s the Capitol One Cup 
: Final, the trophy that accord- 
: ing to everyone, no club wants 
It could finally mean a change of : 
» seriously anyway. 
alises that they might finally have : 
: This is the first year since 2005 
© that one of the big boys isn’t in the 
: final. And well, is rather saying 
from a 4-3-3 to a 4-4-2, like Wenger | 
: clubs want to the win the trophy, 
: it must hold some value, doesn’t 
: it? For those to mock the League 
: Cup, it is a fact, a decent trophy to 
get about the smashing teams for : 
six, but rather just for one and : 
: have won the trophy three times; 
: Chelsea _ twice, 
! Tottenham, one apiece, with Bir- 
: mingham the only outsider, and 
' that came against the expense of 
: Arsenal. 
» So what is the appeal? Well, it only 
- | takes a few short rounds to make 
: it to the final. There are no replays 
' like the FA Cup, and the final is 
And the Premier League’s back : 
for this weekend, after the FA | 
: or burnt out. It appeals to clubs, 
decided to ignore the round of | 


to win, but every club takes it 


Now, what makes me say this? 


something, because if the biggest 


collect. 
Since 2005, Manchester United 


Liverpool and 


held months before the end of 
the season, so teams aren’t tired 


because it’s a trophy that can be 


collected without the long haul. 
Which is exactly, what will happen 
to Swansea and Bradford. Mind 
you, they didn’t have the easiest 
ways there. Bradford pulled off the 
most stunning of shocks, defeat- 
ing Arsenal, then brushed aside 
Aston Villa in the semi-finals. 

For Swansea, they had to over- 
come Liverpool and then Chelsea, 
in a two-legged tie that they com- 
pletely dominate, before making 
the final. 

Michael Laudrup’s Swansea are 
the favourites for the cup going in 
and it’s hard to see why not. They 
have pulled off one of the coups of 
the season in bringing in Michu 
(who already has 18 goals this sea- 
son) and have comfortably stead- 
ied themselves in the Premier 
League. They don’t have the pres- 
sures of trying to avoid relegation; 
in fact, they’re closer to the Euro- 
pean spots, then the bottom. 

As such, Laudrup admitted to 
resting key players in the team’s 
5-0 thrashing by Liverpool ahead 
of the final. 

He told BBC SPORT: “Michu 
and Ashley Williams were left out 
ahead of the final but that’s only a 
part of it, there were a lot of good 


players out there” 

With the players focused on the 
claiming the club’s first ever, ma- 
jor trophy the result really comes 
as no surprise to many, but Lau- 
drup said that he didn’t want his 
team going into the final, on the 
back of such a performance. 

“You can’t play like that. We just 
have to go, it wasn’t what we 
wanted in the build-up to the final 
but we have to get back on the 
horse.” 

As for Bradford, they’ve sitting 
in tenth position in League Two 
(England’s fourth division) and 
look like avoiding relegation this 
season, but might find it hard to 
gain promotion. 

However, that wouldn’t be their 
biggest concern. They could be- 
come the first lower league team 
to win the trophy since Sheffield 
Wednesday in 1991. Manager Phil 
Parkinson should be proud of his 
team’s efforts this season, regard- 
less of the outcome of the final. It 
would be fitting end though to this 
season’s Cinderella story. 


Andrew Bishara runs the 
popular football website 
http://thetrequartista.com 


Clarke And West Brom Can Finally Start Looking Up 


London Eye 


By Robert Davis 


No team has been relegated 
from the Premier League | 
more times since the turn | 
of the millennium than | 
West Bromwich Albion. | 
Three times have their fans | 
suffered relegation from | 
the top tier, four times | 
they have bounced back up | 


from the Championship. 


It’s starting to look like fourth 
time lucky this time round for : 


the Baggies. 


Albion currently sit comfort- 


sehen Pana iene Baggies boss Steve Clark has his troops playing with a European spot in sight and hopes to bring the 
City and Liverpool above glory days back to the Hawthorns, not seen since the days of Cyrille Regis and co. 
them, yet if not for a small dip | 


in form since the beginning | 


European spots on offer in the 
league. 


fans at the Hawthorns, with 
European football being the 


ship, Roy Hodgson, had left 


for the England national job. 


tle United, Chelsea and most . 


: recently Liverpool, taking his 


of 2013, they would certainly first permanent managerial 


still be occupying one of the : post for the midlands side. His : 


» only previous managerial ex- 


: perience came in 1999 after | 


The summer of 2012 was full ; being placed in charge on a | 


of apprehension though for caretaker basis after Ruud 
: Gullit’s resignation at New- : 
- castle. The result? A 5-1 loss 


last thing on their minds since — tg) Manchester United. A win _ 


the man who had steadied the | percentage of zero percent. 
West Brom fans certainly had ; 


: ; : a right to feel worried about 
Steve Clark arrived toa mixed | 


reception after spending al- : 
most 15 years as a number : 


tion. Did he have enough to be 


- a manager, or did his capabili- 


ties lie simply in coaching? 
Not only has Clarke answered 


_ those questions, he’s proved to 
- many that he has what it takes 


to not only take full control of 
a side, but do so with positive 
outcomes, as well as building 


_ on the stability that Hodgson | 
had introduced previously. 


That stability was somewhat 
questioned though after re- 


: cent, rather humorous events 
the risky appointment, even if | 
his ability as an assistant man- | 


» ager has never come into ques- 
two at clubs such as Newcas- : 


involving Nigeria internation- 
al Peter Odemwingie and his 


: deadline day antics. 


The 31-year-old had been vy- 


> the 
: the January window and with | 
: the market coming to a close, 
took it in his own hands to try | 
: and force a move to Queens | 
: Park Rangers by driving to 
: the ground himself before be- | 
: ing turned away. 
Clarke’s ability as a manger | 
: was tested after much media | 
: coverage over the incident 
: saw him come under serious | 
: scrutiny for the first time. His : 
: demeanour during press con- | 
: ferences after though showed ; 
: calmness under pressure, usu- | 


ally shown by those with years 


: of managerial experience. He 
: dealt with the striker internally 
: and the ordeal is now seen as 
: a mere joke that will go down 
: in footballing folklore rather 
: than a serious incident that 
: could have been detrimental 
: to Clarke’s position in charge. 


It is clear in his first full sea- 


' son in charge at Albion that 
' Clarke doesn’t mind taking 
: risks. Having come away with 
: one point in just four matches 
: this season, only Manchester i 
: United have drawn less this 
: term. And we all know that Sir 
: Alex Ferguson is one of, if not 
: the greatest risk taker in re- 
: cent managerial history. 


Going out to win a match, not 


: accepting a point and putting 
: faith into a squad to get a posi- 
: tive result will endear manag- 
- ers to those watching in the 
: stands. To put faith in a squad 
: though, you must first have 
: the quality in depth to delve 
: into, something that Clarke 
. ing for a transfer away from ; 
Hawthorns throughout | 

Lukaku thanks to his Chelsea 


has. 
The loan signing of Romelu 


in implementing an attacking, 
forward thinking ethos into 


: his side. The all round men- 


tality of the 19-year-old allows 


: him to control the front-line, 


introducing teammates into 
play as well as being able to 


: run with the ball and unleash 


a shot from anywhere in, or 
outside the box. 
The Belgian looks set to be a 


: superstar for the future, with 
many feeling he is already | 


primed to step up as the front- 


: manforthe Champions League 
: winners. For the remainder of 
: the season though, he’ll con- 
- tinue to menace defences in 
: an Albion shirt, looking to add 
: to the ten goals he has already 
: scored. If Lukaku’s recent 
: comments are anything to go 
: by, another season on loan 
‘ with the Baggies could suit 
‘ all parties, none more so than 
: West Brom. 


The signing of Claudio Ya- 


: cob on a free from Argentin- 
: jan side Racing Club de Avel- 
: laneda has also proved to be a 
: shrewd signing for Clarke and 
‘ his side. The defensive mid- 
: fielder has impressed with his 
: consistency in his first season 
: in the Premier League, pro- 
- viding cover for the back four 
: alongside Youssouf Mulumbu 
: that has helped keep their 
: goal difference in the pluses. 


West Brom fans certainly 


: won't be counting their chick- 
: ens yet after many failed at- 
: tempts at becoming an estab- 
- lished Premier League club 
- connections has been pivotal under Bryan Robson and 
: Tony Mowbray in previous 
: seasons. 


It may be a few more years 


: before the chants of ‘boing bo- 
- ing’ are but a distant memory 
: at the Hawthorns. For now 
: though, Clarke and his West 
: Brom side can enjoy the kind 
: of stability that might just see 
: the Baggies keep their status 
: as a Premier League side for a 
: few more seasons at least. 


The World Game 


Italia 


By Luca Cetta 


Juve slip, Napoli 
fail to capitalise 


Juventus lost in Rome, 


chances. 


2013 had started in the worst : 
possible fashion for Roma. They | 
thumped Milan to go into the win- : 
ter break with momentum, but that : 
completely dissipated during a run : 
of six winless matches. The latest : 
of that streak came at Sampdoria : 
and represented the first match in | 
charge for Aurelio Andreazzoli, re- : 


placing the sacked Zdenek Zeman. 


Juventus completed back-to-back : 
wins for the first time since Christ- : 
mas as they disposed of Fiorentina. : 
The Bianconeri subsequently took | 
Celtic Park by storm, taking com- : 
mand of their Champions League : 
Round of 16 tie with a 3-0 first leg : 
win over Scottish champions Celtic. : 
Ales- : 
sandro Matri and Mirko Vucinic : 
were confirmed starters, but Claudio : 
Marchisio was suspended. Mean- : 
while, Andreazzoli had Francesco : 


Goalscorers that evening, 


Totti and Erik Lamela supporting 


central striker Pablo Osvaldo, but : 
key defender Leandro Castan was . 


sidelined through injury. 


Roma fans had stormed the Trigo- 


© wa 


By Pepe Lopez 


Spanish Armada 
Sinking In 
European Conquest 


Despite the Spanish La Liga 
starting the knock-out stages of 
the UEFA Champions League 
with dominant 4 teams and the 
UEFA Europa League with 2 
teams, only 1 Spanish club in 
each competition genuinely look 
like advancing to the next stage 
in each respective competition. 
In the Champions League Bar- 
celona remain competition fa- 
vourites ahead of their clash 
against Italy’s AC Milan and in 
the Europa League Levante car- 
ry a 3-0 lead into their 2nd leg 
against Greece’s Olympiacos. 

Conversely, UEFA Europa League 
holders Atletico Madrid suffered 
a shock 2-0 loss at home to the 
Tartarstan Republic’s Rubin Kazan 
despite Atletico having a 1 man ad- 
vantage for the whole 2nd half, af- 
ter Rubin Captain Roman Sharanov 
received a 2nd yellow card at the 
end of the 1st half. Atletico wasted 
many chances to equalise in the 2nd 
half, including a Radamel Falcao 
shot which rattled the Rubin Kazan 
cross bar. However, with 5 minutes 


but : 
Napoli could only manage a : 
draw against Sampdoria. Inter : 
were knocked black and blue : 
by Fiorentina, while a quartet : 
of clubs aided their survival : 


Francesco Totti celebrates scoring against Juventus with Roma team-mate 
Miralem Pjanic. 


erie 


P W DHL F A GD Pts 


1 Juventus 2517 4 4 50 17 
2 Napoli ray iy At EG 
3 Lazio fay Ne BE BZ) 
4 Milan Pas) EY By hE ah 
5 Inter ray ey Ch EM 
6 Fiorentina 212 6 7 45 30 
7 Catania rey Nl BE 1D) 
8 Roma omen Olsens) 
9 Udinese my DY Df a 
10 Parma ray 3B) Bil SE) 
11 Torino ray eh TP AS) 
12 Sampdoria ray 3 sil ail ei) 
13 Chievo my B WW A 2) 
14 Cagliari ray ih ie il Ay eh 
15 Atalanta Ax BH Wl A Bh 
16 Bologna Pay ir By RY RE hy) 
17 Genoa My if 2 AG SY 
18 Siena 27 6 12 27 34 
19 Pescara 25716 3) 16) 20) 51 
20 Palermo ay) WA A ahs) 


www.goalweekly.com 


Latest Results This Week 


Chievo 1 - 1 Palermo 


Last5games 

Most recent first Roma 1 - 0 Juventus 
+33 55 LWWDW Torino 2 - 1 Atalanta 
ie a aes Catania 1 - 0 Bologna 
+ aie 
3 44 WOWWW Pescara 0 - 2 Cagliari 
47 43. LWLDD Napoli 0 - 0 Sampdoria 
+145 42 WLWLD Genoa 1 - 0 Udinese 
3 Pa ates Fiorentina 4 - 1 Inter 
+ ; : 
“36 LWLWL Siena 3 - 0 Lazio 
2 32 LDLLD 
+1 31 WLDDW 
+1. 29 DWDWL 
14 29 DLLWD 
13 28 WDWDD 
13 27 LDWLD 
2 26 LDWDL 
125 WDWDL 
7 2 WDWLW 
31 21 LDLLL a victory. 
7 19 DDLDD 


Palermo v Genoa 
Sampdoria v Chievo 
Parma v Catania 
Bologna v Fiorentina 
Atalanta v Roma 
Juventus v Siena 
Cagliari v Torino 
Inter v Milan 
Udinese v Napoli 
Lazio v Pescara 


Genoa currently occupy 17th position - the 
last for survival. They are six points ahead of 
last-placed Palermo and can further put space 
between themselves and the bottom three with 


ria training base during the week 
with banners and chants against 
Osvaldo, plus directors Walter 
Sabatini and Franco Baldini. That 
was put to one side as the Curva 
Sud was in a boisterous state. The 
players responded. The Giallorossi 
took command early against a fa- 
tigued Juve, although Andrea Pirlo 
forced a smart save out of Maarten 
Stekelenburg from a free kick. 

Juve lost the midfield as they lost 
their legs. The Lupi made their 
dominance count just shy of the 
hour mark. A free kick was only 
half cleared to the edge of the pen- 
alty area, where Totti unleashed a 
rocket that gave Gianluigi Buffon 
absolutely no chance. The shot 
was clocked at 113km/h. It proved 
the deciding moment, as Juve pro- 
duced a lacklustre performance 
that had no answer for Roma’s fire 
and determination. 

Bianconeri defender Martin Cac- 
eres said they had ‘no excuses’ for 
the showing, while Andreazzoli 
praised the players for rising to the 


occasion after a poor run of results. 
“The credit always goes to the 
players. As a group and a club we 
stayed close to the players and tried 
to reassure them in every way we 
could, telling them how important 
they can be in a game situation.” 
The result gave Napoli a chance 
to close the gap to just two points. 
They faced a Sampdoria side which 
had taken points from Juve, Milan 
and Roma since Delio Rossi took 
over. He was suspended for two 
matches following the altercation at 
the conclusion of the Roma match 
seven days earlier, but the visitors 
did not miss a beat. 

Edinson Cavani spurned two early 
opportunities, but after that Samp 
took control. Napoli were hit 3-0 
in the Europa League midweek 
and looked short of ideas here, but 
Samp failed to take their chances. 
A gripping second half saw Napoli 
hit the post, but Sampdoria were 
resolute. An entertaining contest 
finished 0-0. Napoli closed the gap, 
but not as much as hoped. There 


Barcelona came undone against Milan 2-0 in a blockbuster UCL 1st Leg tie. 


was an unsavoury incident post- 
match, with Marek Hamsik robbed 
at gunpoint by armed men when 
driving home. It was not the first 
time the Slovak experienced such 
an ordeal in Naples. 

Like Roma, Fiorentina had experi- 
enced a downturn in form since the 
New Year. They had slipped out of 
the European places, but responded 
emphatically by mauling Inter 4-1. 
Adem Ljajic and Stevan Jovetic each 
netted a brace as the Viola showed 
contempt for their illustrious op- 
ponent. Antonio Cassano scored a 
consolation for the Nerazzurri. 

Mario Balotelli was again the 
star for Milan, scoring the winner 
against Parma. Gabriel Paletta di- 
verted into his own net to give the 
Rossoneri the lead. Super Mario 
doubled the advantage when he 
curled in a free kick after the break, 
before Nicola Sansone grabbed an 
injury time consolation. It finished 
2-1. 

Elsewhere, Siena stunned high- 
flying Lazio with a 3-0 victory, as 
Torino triumphed 2-1 versus Ata- 


SPAIN La Liga 


PWODtLFA 
1 Barcelona 2421 2 1 80 27 
2 Atlético Madrid Ph ee OBB 
3 Real Madrid 2415 4 5 60 22 
4 Malaga PAVE © GO Si 2 
5 Valencia 2412 4 8 34 35 
6 Real Sociedad AAO wv ot a) ao 
7RayoVallecano 24 12 1 11 33 41 
8 Real Betis me ih SO) SS 
9 Levante 2410 4 10 30 36 
10 Sevilla mI 8 a a5 
11 Getafe 249 5 10 32 43 
12 Espanyol 248 7 9 31 34 
13 Real Valladolid 24 8 6 10 32 32 
14 Athletic Club 247 5 12 29 47 
15 Granada 24 5s 20 23004 
16 Osasuna 246 7 11 20 27 
17RealZaragoza 24 7 3 14 23 34 
18 Celta de Vigo Zao Oe 4822531 
19 Mallorca 244 6 14 23 45 
20 DeportivoLaC... 24 3 7 14 28 54 


GD Pts 


. lanta, under the watchful gaze of : 


: Italy boss Cesare Prandelli. He was 
: there to observe Alessio Cerci, who 
' responded by opening the scoring. 
: Pescara 2-0, with Marco Sau netting 
' matches under new boss Davide 
: Ballardini after beating Udinese, 
: while Catania edged past Bologna. 


moe 


: The Derby della 
. takes centre stage this week- 


- cross-town rivals by a point, 


: months ago. 


The two are eyeing the final : 
: third place - after slipping behind 
; meanwhile the Rossoneri have re- : 
: venge on their mind following their : 


: Champions League place on offer, 


: controversial loss in the first Derby. 
: Inter were hit in the Europa League 
: by Diego Milito’s season-ending in- 
* jury and will be relying on Cassano 


Last5games 
Most recent first 

WWDWL 
WLWLW 
WWLWW 
WWDWD 
WWDWL 
DWWDW 
LWLWL 
LDLLD 
DLLWL 
WLWWD 
WLWLD 
WWWDW 
LDDLW 
LLDWD 
LWWLW 
WDWLW 
LLDDL 
LLLDD 
LoL LIL 
LYLE IELE 


+53 65 
+24 53 
+38 49 
+16 42 
-1 40 
+8 37 
8 37 
4 36 
6 34 
2 32 
11 32 
3 34 
+0 30 
-18 26 
-11 26 
7 2 
11 24 
9 20 
-22 18 
-26 16 


and Rodrigo Palacio to step up in 


: his absence. 


Napoli travel to Udinese, who are 


- undefeated in 11 home matches. 
: Cagliari won the relegation battle at : 
» with Juventus, Walter Mazzarri’s 
: twice. Genoa are unbeaten in four ° 


One week out from their showdown 


side need to keep up the pressure. 


: Juventus face relegation threatened 
: Siena, with Marchisio and Federico 
: Peluso available for selection once 
' Finally, Chievo and Palermo drew | 


more. 
After fantastic wins, both Roma 


» and Fiorentina are on the road at 
: lower half opposition. Atalanta host 
: Andreazzoli’s side, while the Viola 
Madonnina | 


make the short journey to Bolo- 


» gna. While the two visitors chase 
_ end. Incredibly, Milan lead their — 


Europe, their adversaries are look- 


- ing to steer clear of the relegation 
' something unthinkable a few ° 


zone. 
Elsewhere, in-form Cagliari host 
Torino, as Lazio look to recover 


Milan on goal difference - when 
they entertain Pescara. Palermo 


» and Genoa meet in a crucial relega- 
- tion clash, while Parma host Cata- 
' nia. Finally, Sampdoria are at home 
* against Chievo. 


Latest Results This Week 


Getafe 3 - 1 Celta de Vigo Athletic Club v Real Sociedad 
Malaga 1 - 0 Athletic Club 
Granada 1 - 2 Barcelona 
Osasuna 1-0 Real Zaragoza Deportivo v Real Madrid 
Real Sociedad 1 - 1 Levante 
Valencia 2 - 0 Mallorca 

R Valladolid 0-3 Atl Madrid Celta de Vigo v Granada 
Espanyol 4 - 0 Real Betis 
Real Madrid 2 - 0 R Vallecano 


Mallorca v Getafe 
Real Zaragoza v Valencia 


Barcelona v Sevilla 
R Vallecano v R Valladolid 


Atlético Madrid v Espanyol 
Real Betis v Malaga 
Levante v Osasuna 


The Basque Country derby will be played on Saturday morning, 
Australian East Coast Time between Atheltic Bilbao and Real 
Sociedad at San Memes Stadium in Bilbao. Despite a huge 
disparity between the historical success of each club, it will be 
Real Sociedad from San Sebastian who will go into the match 
the more confident team, currently in 6th place and in position 
for Europa League qualification. Bilbao on the other hand are 
only 2 wins above the relegation zone, and will be desperate to 


end this sorry season of poor results, without getting relegated. 


of injury time played, Atletico’s long 
time reserve goalkeeper Asenjo 
did little to show he deserves more 
game time, going up for a corner 
kick, only to be caught out on the 
counter attack and give up an easy 
open goal to the visitors from the 
Tartarstan Republic. Atletico Ma- 
drid will practically have to travel to 
Asia for the return leg, the Republic 
of Tartarstan lies deep inside Rus- 
sia’s borders, in total a 7 hour flight 
if flying via private charter plane. 
Otherwise Atletico will have to fly 
some 5 hours to Moscow, and then 
wait for a connecting 2 hour flight 
from Moscow to Kazan. 

In the Champions League Malaga 
became the 3rd Spanish club to re- 
cord a disappointing 1st leg result, 
with Valencia losing 2-1 at home to 
Paris St Germain and Real Madrid 
drawing 1-1 at home to Manchester 


United. Malaga lost 1-0 away to 
Porto in Portugal. Despite the loss 
Malaga’s Coach Manuel Pellegrini 
still has some hope in advancing to 
the quarter-finals; 
“Porto didn’t really hurt us and the 
goal was offside. I thought from 
the beginning that Moutinho was 
offside.” 
“We were not a good Malaga be- 
cause Porto pressed us well. We 
didn’t create much space. Playing 
a game this badly, we didn’t create 
many chances. I hope that, at home, 
we can reverse the situation. We 
can turn the scoreboard at home if 
we can play as we do normally. We 
played badly going forward.” 
Meanwhile in England, Manual 
Pellegrini has attracted the atten- 
tion of big spending Chelsea FC 
and Manchester City. Malaga FC 
have been banned from next sea- 


son’s European competitions due 
to financial irregularities by UEFA. 
With this harsh penalty, Malaga FC 
now looks set to lose its coach and 
young Spanish star Isco, having al- 
ready lost Santi Cazorla and Nacho 
Monreal to Arsenal FC this season. 
Malaga CEO had this to say on the 
UEFA ban; ““We are disappointed 
by a decision that I consider to be 
unjust and which I feel to be mis- 
taken. But worried, no, because we 
are calm and confident about our 
compliance.” 


AC Milan upset Barcelona 2-0 
in the opening leg of their Cham- 
pions League round-of-16 clash 
at San Siro on Wednesday. 
Kevin-Prince Boateng opened the 
scoring in controversial circum- 


stances on 57 minutes after an ap- 
parent handball by Cristian Zapata 
in the build-up, and Sulley Muntari 
finished off a counterattack for the 
second goal with nine minutes to 
go. 

Much like last season’s 0-0 quar- 
ter-final first-leg meeting between 
the two sides, Barca controlled pos- 
session, but they were unable to 
convert their dominance into goals 
in the face of a strong defensive ef- 
fort from Milan. 

In the absence of the cup-tied 
striker Mario Balotelli, Milan 
coach Massimiliano Allegri called 
on Giampaolo Pazzini to partner 
Stephan El Shaarawy up front, 
while Xavi Hernandez passed a late 
fitness test to start in midfield for 
the visitors. 

Just before the hour mark Milan 
took the lead out of nowhere. 


Kevin Constant laid off a free-kick 
to Riccardo Montolivo, whose shot 
appeared to cannon off the hand of 
Zapata. 

There was no intervention from the 
referee and Barca were stunned as 
Boateng steadied himself to finish 
from the edge of the box. 

With 81 minutes on the clock, 
Milan’s optimism turned to jubila- 
tion, when a sweeping move on the 
break saw M’Baye Niang release El 
Shaarawy into the area, who in turn 
teed up Muntari for a precise finish 
from inside the box. 

The San Siro was rocking with 
pride and disbelief, and Barca could 
not find a way back into the match 
in the time remaining, setting up an 
enticing second leg at Camp Nou 
on March 12. 
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P W DHL F A GD Pts 


Bundesliga [gal 


1DinamoZagreb 20 14 2 4 44 #17 +27 44 
2 Hajduk Split 2010 6 4 29 14 +15 36 
3 Split Mos ¢ Sl Bl ay se 
4 Lokomotiva De Gb BS) we ay Se 
5 Rijeka Do & O 2 Ql Ga sp 
6 Slaven Koprivnica 20 9 4 7 28 28 +0 31 
7 Osijek Om  @ Al a cH) a3 
8 Istra 1961 oh OF Y D B 6 Ail 
9 Zadar Dh & i) Al ea al 20 
10 Inter Zapresic Aye Tf) NA) 
11 Cibalia 205 4 11 18 31 -13 19 
12 Zagreb 204 4 #12 14 #34 « -20 16 
P W DL F A GD Pts 
1 BayernMinchen 22 18 3 1 57 7 +50 57 
2 Borussia Dortmund 22 12 6 4 50 26 +24 42 
3BayerLeverkusen 22 12 5 5 43 30 +13 41 
4EintrachtFran.. 22 11 4 7 38 34 +4 37 
5 Freiburg 229 7 6 29 22 +7 34 
6HamburgerSV 22 10 4 8 27 27 +0 34 
7 Mainz 05 229 5 8 30 27 +3 32 
8 Hannover 96 22: 9 3 0 44 41 +0 30 
9 Schalke 04 228 6 8 35 37 -2 30 
10 BorussiaM'gla... 22 7 9 6 31 33 -2 30 
11 WerderBremen 22 8 4 0 38 41 -3 28 
12 Stuttgart 228 4 24 39 «-15 28 
13 Fortuna Disseldorf22 7 6 9 27 29 -2 27 
14 Nurnberg 226 8 8 22 29 -7 26 
15 Wolfsburg 227 5 10 22 32 -10 26 
16 Hoffenheim 224 4 14 26 46 -20 16 
17 Augsburg 222 9 11 #18 35 -17 15 
18Greuther Furth 22 2 6 14 13 36 -23 12 


P W 

1 Cardiff City 32 21 4 

2 Hull Ci 35 UG BY 2h Se 
3 Watford Solel Genome OmmOomm42 
4 Crystal Palace 33 16 10 7 60 41 
5 Leicester City Si WG eee) 
6 Middlesbrough 38 1G 2 2 al 
7 Brighton & Hov... 32 12 13 7 45 34 
8 Nottingham Forest 33 11 12 10 47 46 
9 Leeds United C2 loan Ono meso mmo 
10 Derby County Soult) 1149s S46) 
11 Blackburn Rovers 32 11 11 10 42 40 
12 Burley S228) 12147, 46 
13 Charlton Athletic 33 11 10 12 43 45 
14 Millwa 32 11 8 13 42 48 
15 Blackpool 33 10 10 13 50 49 
16 Bolton Wanderers 32 9 12 11 45 46 
17 Birmingham City 33 9 12 12 41 62 
18 Ipswich Town oe} WY ei Sel et 
19 Sheffield Wedn... 32 10 7 15 38 47 
20 Barnsley 2 4 i By Sh 2 
21 Huddersfield Town 32 9 10 13 34 57 
22 Wolverhampton...33 9 8 16 38 47 
23 Peterborough U...31 10 3 18 48 56 
24 Bristol City 33 9 4 20 46 62 


Last5games 
Most recent first 

WLWLW 
WWDDD 
WLWWL 
DWLWD 
LDDWW 
LDWLW 
LWLDL 
DDB 
WWDWL 
LLLLW 
WLDLW 
LWDWL 


Last5games 

Most recent first 
wwwww 
WLWWW 
WDLDW 
LDWWL 
WWLDD 
WWLWD 
DDLWD 
DWLWL 
DLLDW 
LDLWD 
LWWLL 
WLLLL 
WLWLL 
DDWLD 
LWDLW 
LLWLD 
LDDDW 
LLWLL 


Last5games 
Resa recent first 


Super Lig 


>) 
1 Galatasaray 22 12 7 3 = 42 
2 Fenerbahge 22 10 7 5 34 
3 Besiktas 29 9 4 «47 
4 Bursaspor 228 10 4 34 
5 Antalyaspor 22 10 4 8 32 
6 Kasimpasa 229 6 7 31 
7 Eskisehirspor 228 8 6 36 
8 Genclerbirligi 227 9 6 35 
9 Kayserispor 228 5 9 30 
10 Sivasspor 228 5 9 25 
11 Karabiikspor 228 5 9 28 
12 Trabzonspor 2:7 6 9 26 
13 Orduspor 225 11 6 24 
14 istanbul BB 227 5 10 27 
15Gaziantepspor 22 6 7 9 21 
16 Elazigspor 224 9 9 17 
17 Mersin Idmanyurdu22 4 8 10 23 
18AkhisarBeledi.. 22 4 7 11 17 


Last5games 

A GD Pts — Most recent first 
25 +17 48 WWDWL 

24 +10 37 WWLWD 

33 «+14 36 DWDLD 

26 +8 34 WWDLW 

31 +10 (334. DLWLL 

23 +8 33 WLDWW 

27. +9 «=32 LWDWD 

34. +1) 330 WLLWW 

32. -2 29 WDWWL 

29 -4 29 LWWLD 

35 -7 29 DLDLW 

27. -20 27) ~LLWLL 

24 +0 26 DDWLD 

28 -1 26 DLLWD 
32-11 25 DWLLD 
34-17: 21 ~LLDWD 

32. -9 20 LLDWD 
32-15 19 LWLLD 


DL FA GD 
1 PSV 1G 2 ) i By tp 
2 Ajax Pe 1 bi 2 RS ails) 
3 Twente fey We By sh 8 ADH) 
4 Feyenoord PEA ae) Gy by ZG) Sil aa! 
5 Vitesse P12 ) 6 A ws 
6 Utrecht 230 ih On Oecd 27) sechT, 
7 NEC fey OD fh eh gg a 
8ADODenHaag 23 7 10 6 37 41 4 
9 Heracles 236 10 7 45 45 +0 
10 Groningen Pel 7) ey hl 2 Se aile 
11 AZ 236 7 10 34 40 46 
12 NAC Breda 230 Ou Onmenlluee Zones 0neme0 
13RKC Waalwijk 23 5 8 10 25 31 -6 
14 Heerenveen 235 8 10 32 44 = -12 
15 PEC Zwolle mh tf W B Sr ap 
16 Roda JC 234 10 9 32 45 = -13 
17 WV PeytN  if Wea ER ee 
18 Willem II Po 8 Bl go sy 

PWODL 

1 Swindon Town 32 16 10 6 55 22 +33 
2AFC Bournemouth 33 16 10 7 57 42 +15 
3DoncasterRovers 32 17 7 8 45 30 +15 
4 Sheffield United 32 15 12 5 47 29 +18 
5 Yeovil Town 32 18 3 11 55 40 +15 
6 Tranmere Rovers 33 16 8 9 48 34 +14 
7 Brentford 3114 12 5 45 32 +13 
8 Coventry City 33 14 8 11 53 40 +13 
9 Walsa 33139 11 46 48 = -2 
10 Leyton Orient 32 14 4 #14 36 39) « -3 
11 Notts County 32 11 12 9 44 #35 = +9 
12 Milton KeynesDon30 12 8 10 40 34 +6 
13 CreweAlexandra 31 12 8 11 38 40 = -2 
14 Crawley Town 30 12 7 11 39 43) « -4 
15 Stevenage 31.12 7 12 38 #43 « -5 
16 Carlisle United 32 11 7 14 40 55 -15 
17PrestonNorthEnd32 9 11 12 41 42 = -1 
18 Shrewsbury Town 33 8 13 12 36 40 -4 
19 Scunthorpe United33 9 8 16 36 55 -19 
20 OldhamAthletic 32 9 6 17 34 46 -12 
21 Colchester United 32 9 5 18 31 50 = -19 
22 Bury 32.5 12 15 31 48 -17 
23 Hartlepool United 32 5 9 18 28 53 -25 
24 Portsmouth 335 8 20 34 57 -23 
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23 
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22 
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14 


Pts 
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27 
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Last5games 

Most recent first 
WDWWL 
WDWLW 
DDLDD 
LWWDL 
WDLWL 
LLWWW 
LWWWL 
WWLDD 
DWDLW 
LWWLL 
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DLWWW 
1h) 
LDWDL 
WDLDW 
DDDDW 
WDLLL 
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Last5games 


Most recent first 
WDWDD 


LWWWW 
DDLLW 
WWWLD 
wwwww 
LLLLW 
WDLDL 
WLWDW 
DWWLW 
LWWDW 
DDLLW 
DLLLD 
LDWLD 
DLDLW 
LLLWL 
DLWWD 
WLLLD 
WLWDL 
LWWWL 
WWLLL 
LWLWW 
LLDWD 
WDDWW 
DDLLL 


1 Partizan 15 
2 Crvena Zvezda 15 
3 Jagodina 15 
4 Vojvodina 15 
5 Rad Beograd 15 
6 Javor Ivanjica 15 
7 Sloboda Uzice 15 
8 Spartak Subotica 15 
9 OFK Beograd is) 
10 Novi Pazar 15 
11 Donji Srem ie) 
12 Radnicki Nis 15 
13 BSK Boréa 15 
14 Hajduk Kula 15 
15 Radnicki 1923... 15 
16 Smederevo 15 


>) 
1 Celtic 27 
2 Motherwell 26 
3 Inverness CT 26 
4 Hibernian 27 
5 St. Johnstone 27 
6 Kilmarnock 27 
7 Aberdeen 27 
8 Dundee United 27 
9 Ross County 26 
10 Heart of Midlo... 26 
11 St. Mirren 26 
12 Dundee 26 
i>) 
1 Gillingham 32 
2 Port Vale 32 
3 Rotherham United 32 
4 Cheltenham Town 33 
5 Burton Albion 33 
6 Exeter City 32 
7 Northampton Town 33 
8 Fleetwood Town 32 


9 Southend United 32 


10 Morecambe 33) 
11 Bradford City 31 
12 Chesterfield 32 
13 Oxford United 32 
14 Wycombe W 32 
15 Rochdale 32 
16 Dagenham & Red 33 
17 Bristol Rovers 32 
18 York City 30 
19 Torquay United 32 
20 Aldershot Town 33 
21 Barnet 32 
22 Plymouth Argyle 32 
23 Accrington Stanley 32 


24 AFC Wimbledon 32 


12 
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Last5games 
P W DL F A GD Pts ae baa ae P WODtULF A GD Pts Most recent first P W 
4 Olympiakos Piraeus 22 18 3 1 47 13 434 57 WWLWW Hise Ow Oe OF 1S a ol LUA Lot ae 
ar 2 Olympique Lyonnais25 14 6 5 43 24 +19 48 WLLWD 2 Benfica 19 15 
2Asteras Tripolis 22 12 5 5 31 15 +16 41 WLDWW : : 
3 Olympique Mars... 25 14 4 7 32 29 +3 #46 WDLDW 3 Pagos de Ferreira 19 9 
3 PAOK 22117 4 #30 15 +15 40 DWDLL é 5 
F 4 Nice 25119 5 37 28 +9 42 WDWLW 4 Sporting Braga 19 9 
4 Atromitos 229 10 3 22 16 +6 #37 DDWLW ape : 
er 5 Saint-Etienne 2118 6 37 #19 +18 414 DWWWW 5 Rio Ave 19 8 
5 PAS Giannina 228 7 7 2 18 +2 31 DWDWL fe 
A 6 Rennes 25 12 4 9 37 32 +5 40 LWDDW 6 Maritimo 19 6 
6 Levadiakos 228 5 9 7 21 -4 29 DLDLW i sis i cin 
F 7 Lorient 2510 9 6 41 39 +2 39 WDDLW 7 Vitoria Guimaraes 19 6 
7 Xanthi 227 7 8 8 19 -1 28 LWWWD : ; 
8 Montpellier 25 itcon oer 40s C2 eset Oh Sonali LAVVIWVIL 8 Estoril 19 6 
8 OFI 227 5 10 25 30 -5 26 LLWLW 4 
F 9 Bordeaux 25 ONeill One 200ee20 meet Oona le LAVVINV LE 9 Sporting CP 19 5 
9 Panthrakikos 227 5 10 22 25 -3 26 DWLLD s Pah 
vai 10 Lille Pay i) SU) 3) TS NHI 10 Académica 19 4 
10 Panathinaikos 22 6 10 6 22 23 -1 26 LLDWD 5 
11 Valenciennes 2500 Gu Om odie cOnee-2umrcoe AW LD) 11 Nacional 19 5 
11 AEK Athens 227 5 10 18 22 -4 26 DWWWD seas * 
per 12 Toulouse i § OY ge BP oi) eA WILLOW 12 Vitoria Setubal 19 5 
12 Panionios 228 1 #13 23 30 -7) 26 LLLWL set rer 
A 13 Ajaccio 25 7 10 8 28 33 -5 29 DWWDD 13 Gil Vicente 19 4 
13 Platanias 226 6 10 20 27 -7 24 WWLLL 
‘ 14 Sochaux ay 1 Bay a i) 2 TRL 14 Olhanense 19 3 
14 Aris 224 10 8 20 32 -12 22 WLDDD % 3 
F 15 Bastia ay Th ak 2) Yee ate (EYE DYIL TL 15 Beira-Mar 19 3 
15 Veria 224 8 #10 15 27 -12 20 LDWLL fi 
16 Kerkyra 23 8 MN M1) «(28 6-17 «17 ~WLLDD 16 Brest ay Te CE EN Diy ele ih) 7) IDIEIEIL|E 16 Moreirense 19 3 
17 Reims 25 Ome Oni m2 20m e2Ohee-(eeee4 en DIVVILD| Le 
18 Evian TG ay yt) t=) 2} |B) 9) |) /D) 
19 Troyes 25 3 10 12 28 46 -18 19 DDDWL 
20 Nancy 25°38 39513022541) 19) 18h EE WWI 


THE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Hull City 2 - 0 Blackburn Rovers 
Burnley 0 - 0 Middlesbrough 

Leicester City 1 - 2 Charlton Athletic 
Cardiff City 0 - 2 Brighton & Hov... 
Derby County 1 - 1 Bolton Wanderers 
Nottingham Forest 6 - 1 Huddersfield Town 
Birmingham City 0 - 0 Sheffield Wedn... 
Barnsley 2 - 1 Wolverhampton ... 
Ipswich Town 0 - 2 Watford 

Millwall 1 - 5 Peterborough U... 

Crystal Palace 2 - 1 Bristol City 

Leeds United 2-0 Blackpool 


Yeovil Town 3 - 0 Scunthorpe United 
Hartlepool United 2 - 1 Leyton Orient 
Walsall 1- 1 Notts County 

Sheffield United 3 - 0 Colchester United 
Portsmouth 1 - 1 Carlisle United 

Preston North End 2 - 0 AFC Bournemouth 
Bury 0 - 2 Coventry City 

Crawley Town 1 - 1 Doncaster Rovers 
Tranmere Rovers 1 - 3 Swindon Town 
Stevenage 1 - 2 Oldham Athletic 


Rochdale 1 - 0 Torquay United 
Rotherham United 1 - 0 Chesterfield 
Fleetwood Town 0 - 4 Burton Albion 

Port Vale 0 - 1 Morecambe 

Cheltenham Town 1 - 1 Aldershot Town 
Gillingham 2 - 1 Dagenham & Red... 
Plymouth Argyle 0 - 1 Oxford United 

AFC Wimbledon 2 - 1 Bradford City 

York City 1 - 2 Barnet 

Bristol Rovers 1 - 0 Wycombe Wanderers 
Southend United 1 - 2 Northampton Town 
Bristol Rovers 1 - 2 Rotherham United 
AFC Wimbledon 1 - 1 Northampton Town 
Aldershot Town 1 - 0 Torquay United 


Luton Town 0 - 3 Millwall 

Milton Keynes Dons 1 - 3 Barnsley 
Arsenal 0 - 1 Blackburn Rovers 
Oldham Athletic 2 - 2 Everton 
Manchester City 4 - 0 Leeds United 
Huddersfield Town 1 - 4 Wigan Athletic 
Manchester United 2 - 1 Reading 
Middlesbrough v Chelsea 


Goal! Weekly - Friday 22nd February 2013 


CROATIA 


Inter Zapresic 0 - 1 Zadar 


Kerkyra 2 - 1 Panionios 


ABDANAWRWAANAANN = = 


AMWDMAMOANRONNARORA 


45 
31 
17 
13 
18 
22 
19) 
21 
19 
17 
13 
14 
14 
14 
12 
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12 
22 
10 
7 

"1 
14 
20 
16 
16 
20 
20 
27 
34 
20 
22 
24 


+33 
+9 
+7 
+6 
+7 
+8 
-1 
+5 
+3 
3 
7 
-13 


+41 
+8 
+6 
+0 
+0 
+6 
2 
5 
2 
9 
“11 
-32 


Super Liga 


P WODkHLF A GD Pts 


37 
31 
29 
28 
25 
23 
23 
22 
21 
15 
15 
14 
14 
13 
12 
8 


59 
40 
38 
37 
37 
36 
36 
36 
35 
30 
29 
14 
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Last5games 

Most recent first 
DWWWw 
LWLWL 
LDLLW 
WLLDD 
DLWWL 
WDWLD 
WDLDL 
WLWDL 
WWDWD 
LLDWL 
LDWLD 
LLLDD 


Last5games 
Most recent first 
WDWLW 


LDWWD 

WWWLW 
DWLDW 

WWDDW 
WWDLD 

DWWLL 

LWWDW 
LLDWW 

WWLWW 
LWLDL 
LWDLW 
WLLLD 
LLWWW 
WLDDL 
LWDLL 
LWWDW 
LDLLD 
LILJETLIE 
WDLLD 


LF A GD Pts yyosrresan fist 
0 47 9 +38 49 WDWWW 
0 47 #14 «#++33 49 WDWWW 
2 27 15 +12 35 DWWWL 
6 41 28 +13 31 DLDLW 
6 24 24 +0 29 DWWDL 
6 19 28 -9 25 WWLDW 
7 19 29 -10 24 WLLDW 
9 27 28 -1 22 LWLDL 
7d 19 22 -3 22 WLLDW 
[ 25 28 -3 20 LLDWW 
9 26 33 -7 20 DDLWL 
9 21 36 -15 20 WWLLL 
9 20 31 -11 18 LLWLW 
8 20 28 -8 17 LDDDL 
10 23 37 -14 15 LLDLL 
1°19 34 -15 14 LWWLL 


SCOTLAND 
Celtic 6 - 2 Dundee United 


Istra 1961 2 - 2 Lokomotiva 

Cibalia 2 - 0 Osijek 

Slaven Koprivnica 0 - 2 Hajduk Split 
Dinamo Zagreb 4 - 1 Rijeka 


Olympique Mars... 1 - 0 Valenciennes 
Lorient 2 - 1 Evian TG 

Montpellier 1 - 0 Nancy 

Bastia 0 - 1 Nice 

Brest 1 - 1 Ajaccio 

Toulouse 2 - 2 Troyes 

Bordeaux 0 - 4 Olympique Lyonnais 
Reims 1 - 1 Saint-Etienne 

Sochaux 3 - 2 PSG 


Bayer Leverkusen 2 - 1 Augsburg 
Werder Bremen 2 - 3 Freiburg 

Mainz 05 2 - 2 Schalke 04 

Hamburger SV 1 - 0 Borussia M'gla... 
Fortuna Dusseldorf 1 - 0 Greuther Furth 


Borussia Dortmund 3 - 0 Eintracht Fran... 


Nurnberg 2 - 2 Hannover 96 
Hoffenheim 0 - 1 Stuttgart 


PAS Giannina 0 - 0 Panthrakikos 
AEK Athens 0 - 0 PAOK 
Levadiakos 0 - 0 Atromitos 
Xanthi 0 - 2 Olympiakos Piraeus 
Veria 1 - 2 Asteras Tripolis 

Aris 1 - 0 Panathinaikos 

OFI 1 - 3 Platanias 


Twente 1 - 1 Willem II 

NAC Breda 1 - 1 Heracles 

Roda JC 2 - 2 AZ 

PSV 2 - 1 Utrecht 

Vitesse 2 - 0 Groningen 

PEC Zwolle 3 - 2 Feyenoord 
ADO Den Haag 2 - 1 Heerenveen 
RKC Waalwijk 0 - 2 Ajax 


PORTUGAL 


Gil Vicente 2 - 3 Sporting CP 
Olhanense 0 - 1 Vitoria Setubal 
Pacos de Ferreira 1 - 1 Nacional 
Maritimo 2 - 1 Estoril 

Vitéria Guimaraes 1 - 0 Moreirense 
Benfica 1 - 0 Académica 

Rio Ave 1 - 1 Sporting Braga 


Heart of Midlo... 0 - 3 Kilmarnock 
Motherwell 3 - 0 Inverness CT 
Ross County 1 - 0 St. Johnstone 
St. Mirren 0 - 1 Hibernian 

St. Johnstone 1 - 1 Celtic 
Motherwell 0 - 1 Dundee United 


TURKEY 


Eskisehirspor 0 - 3 Kayserispor 
Besiktas 1 - 1 Gaziantepspor 
Antalyaspor 0 - 0 Karabtikspor 
Genclerbirligi 3 - 1 Mersin idmanyurdu 
Orduspor 2 - 2 istanbul BB 
Bursaspor 1 - 0 Elazigspor 
Trabzonspor 0 - 3 Fenerbahce 
Kasimpasa 1 - 0 Sivasspor 


www.goalweekly.com gal! 
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Weekly 


Nice v Reims 

Rennes v Sochaux 

Ajaccio v Lille 

Nancy v Saint-Etienne 
Troyes v Bastia 

Evian TG v Montpellier 
Valenciennes v Toulouse 
Olympique Lyonnais v Lorient 
Bordeaux v Brest 

PSG v Olympique Mars... 


Freiburg v Eintracht Fran... 

Bayern Munchen v Werder Bremen 
Stuttgart v Nurnberg 

Hannover 96 v Hamburger SV 

Mainz 05 v Wolfsburg 

Augsburg v Hoffenheim 

Schalke 04 v Fortuna Diisseldorf 
Borussia M’gla... v Borussia Dortmund 
Greuther Fiirth v Bayer Leverkusen 


Lokomotiva v Split 

Zagreb v Zadar 

Slaven Koprivnica v Inter Zapresic 
Osijek v Istra 1961 

Rijeka v Cibalia 

Hajduk Split v Dinamo Zagreb 


Hajduk Kula v Jagodina League 
Donji Srem v OFK Beograd enters 
BSK Boréa v Partizan winter break 
Spartak Subotica v Sloboda Uzice and 
Smederevo v Vojvodina resumes 
Crvena Zvezda v Javor lvanjica again in 
Radnicki 1923 ... v Rad Beograd February 
Radnicki Nis v Novi Pazar 2013 


Watford v Derby County 
Huddersfield Town v Ipswich Town 
Blackburn Rovers v Leeds United 
Blackpool v Leicester City 

Bristol City v Barnsley 

Peterborough U... v Birmingham City 
Brighton & Hov... v Burnley 

Sheffield Wedn... v Crystal Palace 
Bolton Wanderers v Hull City 
Charlton Athletic v Nottingham Forest 
Middlesbrough v Millwall 


Notts County v Bury 

Oldham Athletic v Portsmouth 

Leyton Orient v Crawley Town 
Brentford v Walsall 

Swindon Town v Preston North End 
Carlisle United v Milton Keynes Dons 
AFC Bournemouth v Sheffield United 
Doncaster Rovers v Yeovil Town 
Scunthorpe United v Hartlepool United 
Shrewsbury Town v Stevenage 
Colchester United v Tranmere Rovers 
Coventry City v Crewe Alexandra 


Burton Albion v Exeter City 

Oxford United v York City 

Dagenham & Red... v AFC Wimbledon 
Wycombe Wanderers v Southend United 
Accrington Stanley v Cheltenham Town 
Aldershot Town v Fleetwood Town 
Chesterfield v Gillingham 

Barnet v Rochdale 

Northampton Town v Plymouth Argyle 
Morecambe v Bristol Rovers 

Torquay United v Port Vale 


Heart of Midlo... v Inverness CT 
Kilmarnock v Aberdeen 

Ross County v Motherwell 

St. Johnstone v St. Mirren 
Celtic v Dundee 

Dundee United v Hibernian 


Xanthi v Veria 

PAOK v Kerkyra 
Panathinaikos v OF! 

Asteras Tripolis v Levadiakos 
Atromitos v PAS Giannina 
Panionios v Panthrakikos 
Platanias v AEK Athens 
Olympiakos Piraeus v Aris 


Gaziantepspor v Bursaspor 
istanbul BB v Eskigehirspor 
Elazigspor v Antalyaspor 
Sivasspor v Besiktas 

Mersin idmanyurdu v Trabzonspor 
Kayserispor v Genclerbirligi 
Fenerbahce v Kasimpasa 
Karablkspor v Akhisar Beledi... 
Galatasaray v Orduspor 


Willem Il v NEC 
Heracles v Vitesse 
Groningen v PEC Zwolle 
VVV v RKC Waalwijk 
Heerenveen v Twente 
Feyenoord v PSV 
Utrecht v Roda JC 

Ajax v ADO Den Haag 
AZv NAC Breda 


Pacos de Ferreira v Vitoria Setubal 
Gil Vicente v Nacional 

Beira-Mar v Benfica 

Rio Ave v Estoril 

Sporting CP v Porto 

Vitoria Guimaraes v Académica 
Olhanense v Sporting Braga 
Maritimo v Moreirense 
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PLAY FOOTBALL IN ITALY! 


HAVE FUN WITH FRIENDS, LEARN NEW SKILLS AND STAY HEALTHY AND ACTIVE. 
REGISTER TO PLAY AT MYFOOTBALLCLUB.COM.AU 


MPEC is fielding teams from Under 7 to U17 for Boys and Girls 


March Selections for U17 team for the poms season and 2nd participation 
in the prestigious international 66th Viareggio Cup Carnival 2014 in Italy 


Players already registered to a club for 2013 are also welcome and would be required to train in the lead up 
to the February event. The Viareggio youth tournament launched the careers of players the likes of 
Francesco Totti & Mario Balotelli and has participation by clubs the likes of Inter Milan, AC Milan, AS Rama 

and Juventus. Conditions apply. 


Poa od 
on 


Ve Training Monday 6-7.30pm a Thursday 5.30-7nm = 2 


a a oa 


ca Clifton Park (synthetic ground), Victoria St, Brunswick “i3:i3" 
Call or email to register your interest 


aie 


PH 0405 252 325 or MP_FC@OPTUSNETCOM.AU 


e 2"91300 793 505 


cy INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF SOCCER 
Ta specialising in Junior & Youth 
development & career pathways 


or visit www.issgenova.com for new signings 


